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O various and fickle are the Circumſtances of Life, and fo ſhort and 
full of Incumbrances is it at the beſt, that it were not worth while 
to be Man, had he not a God to ſerve, who could reward him with: 
future Happineſs; and God having made this Life a ſtate of Pro- 
bationerſhip, wherein Man is upon his good Behaviour, and ac- 

cording to his Demeanour here ſhall either be recompenced with Eternal 
Bliſs after this painful Life ended, or fall into endfs Miſery : Upon this 
account Religion becomes more dear to him than all the things of this 
World my together : For what ſhall it profit a Man to gain the whole World, 
and loſe bis Soul? But then Religion being the Worſhip of God according 
to his Will ; that it may be our Guide to Heaven, ' it muft not be ſought for 
in our Fancies, but from his Revelations and Diſcoveries ; we ſhall deceive 
our ſelves, and cheat our ſelyes out of our precious Souls, if we will make 
a Religion by ſtarting new Notions, and ſetting up Novelties; our Buſi- 
neſs is to find out the good Old way, and walk in ir, deny our elves, and 
to dread and abominate the running a whoring after our own Inventions; 
and firmly to adhere to the Religion our Bleſſed Saviour hath left us, 'in 
which alone Salvation is to be obtained : And therefore, though not only 
. the ſmootheſt Deceivers, bur an Angel from Heaven ſhould reach us any 0- 
ther way, weought not only to turn the deaf Ear upon their Perſwaſons, 
but account them accurſed, Now the Subſtance of whst our Saviour taught, 
his Apoſtles and Eyangeliſts wrote ; but by reaſon of the diſtance of Time, 
the different Cuſtoms of Countries, the ignorance of the Occzfions, where- 
upon many things were wrote or fpoken, and Civers like Matters; in cafe 
of difficulty it ſeems to be tke ſureſt way to have recourſe to thoſe Apoſto- 
lical Perſons, and their Succeſſors treading in their Steps, and to thiol: firſt 
planted Churches, who, by reaſon of their nearnefs to the Apoſtles times 
had the beſt opportunity to underſtand their meaning, and alſo being conti- 
nu2ily under ſuch ſevere Perſecutions or ExpeCt3tions of. them, that they 
had no other hopes or comfort but Beaven, conld not with any rez{oa 
be thought to have any temptation or itch eicher to be infincere in chem- 
ſelves, or unfaithful ro others : And inthe great Degeneracy of rom 
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Chriſtian World I think I may be bold to ſay, that, relation being had to 
her Conſtitutions, no Church in the Univerſe came nearer to the Primitive 
Pattern than the Church of England, which hath made her hoth the Envy 
and the Mark of all ſorts of Sefts and Parties; but this though it might and 
did cavſe her much trouble, yet by rendring her more wary and induſtri- 
ous, more careful of her Conſtiturtions, and more watchful over her Mem- 
bers, perhaps did rather contribuce to her Preſervation than Deſtruttion ;, in 
all likelihood not all caeir Malice could have prevailed againſt her, had not 
Vipers within her ear out her Bowels, or the by tyrning her Hand againſt 
her ſelt become a Felo de ſe; and co this the preſent fatal Schiſin hath well 
near brought it : The proud ſwelling Swearers have carried away the greateſt 
art of her Members, and whil(t they hug themſelves in their W-al'h and 
ickedneſs, are become the Scorn and Deriſion of the meaneſt Seftaries 
and wildeſt Fanaticks: And as for tnoſe who have retained rheir Integrity, 
and with whom the true Authority remains, the haughty Schiſmaticks in- 
ſolently reproach them, as too few to bear the weight of io great a Cauſe ; 
and indeed in the Eye of Humane Reaſon it could not be thought that they 
could long hold out againſt ſo many; who thirſt for their Bloud, were not 
their Cauſe God's Cauſe, who can ſupport them notwithſtanding the violence 
of any Arm of Fle(h, and doubtleſs will, if chey be not wafting to their own 
part, Bur after all, perhaps the boaſting Apoſtates may deceive themſe:ves 
inthe fewneſs of their number: For though the Clergy to the Erernal Shame 
of the Deſercers be nat exceeding numerous, yet they are pious, learned 
and ſtout; and their Adherents, as they are more, than their Adverſaries 
could wiſh or are aware of, ſo are they (teady, devout and ſober ; and 
Men now begin ſo generally to ſee through the Mask, that they daily more 
incline tothe one, and become more averſe to the other : Neither are there 
wanting multitudes of ſober Men abroad, who are highly concerned for 
their Caſe, as may in part appear by a Letter out of another Kingdom, 
which hath occaſioned the enſuing Diſcourſe, the Contents whereof (ſo far 
4$ concerns this Matter) are Yerbatim as fulloweth. 


SIR, 


I Confeſs my ſelf very much a Stranger to the Conſtitution and Policy of the 
4K Churchof England ; / bumbly crave Pardon therefore, if this Lint # uſeleſs ; 
if i proves uſeful, I have my Reward. 

I bave ſcen ſome of thoſe excellent Books, which have been lately mritten in de- 
fence of the preſent Separation from the complying Church of England. 1 am 
fully ſatsfied, that it is defended on very firm Ground : Tet one Topick there ts, 
which [ have not obſerved made uſe of ;, it is this : 

The ſecond of thoſe which are commnl; called the Canons of the Church of 


England, dcclares all thofe excommunicated ipſo falto, who do not own the Kings 
Authority, CC. 


By 


SF 

By King, That Perſon to be underſtood, (according to the undoubied Prin- 
ciples of the Church of England) who 3s poffeſt of the 1 brone according ro the Civil 
Conſtttution of the Engliſh Hereditary Monarchy : Whoſoever diſowns bis Aa- 
thority, &c. by the Canon meurs the Sentence of Excommunication ipſo fatto. 

Excommunication ipſo faCto, or latz ſent:ntiz, (as they call it,) miſt need; 
import at leaft, That the Church of England declares thoſe to be none of her Com- 
munion, who publickly, notoriouſly, and obſtinately diſown ſuch a King"s Anthor: . 
ty : Such ought to be deeined and treated as Excommunicates, without farther jud;- 
cial Proceſs or Sentence, The Nature of ipſo fafto Excommunication cannot bear 
leſs, as is evidert to al who kw any thing of the Canon Law, by which that i; 
made the proper diſſerence betwixe Excommunicatio lates and ferendz Sen- 
tentiT. Fr 

From theſe Grounds it ſczms to me to follow pretty naturally, That King James 
has either quire loft his Right, or the Compliers, the Furors, the Revolutioniſts, 
(3f 1 may fo call them) are not, cannot be the Church of England 3 fo thar the 
main of the Controver fie 1angs much on this Dilemma : Either King James has 
lof bis Right, or he has 19t \, if he has, and King Williams Right 4s good, tle 
Non Jurors or Anti R: volutioniſts are excommunicated ipſo fatto by the Canon, 
and may be charged with the borrsd Guilt of Schiſm: But if be has not loſt his 
Rig ht, then the Furors, the Re __ are excommunicated ipſo fafto by the 
C anon; by conſequence they cannot be the Church of England, they have incurred 
her Cenſures, are cut off from her Communion, her ſound Members ought not to 
Communicate with them: And the Anti-Revolutioniſts, how few ſoever, are the 
only Church of England. 7 have ſtated this Reaſoning but very briefly, you may 
eaſily cxaminc it more fully ;, and if it holds, I have my aide « For when it 1s 
enquired into and found ſolid,ut may deſerve 1ts proper place in ſome Bookor other, 
thar may after thi, be written on the Controver ſie, Beſides it may be uſeful for ob- 
viating that popular Plea againſt the Separation, That the Original Queſtion is 
only of Civil (0.cern, and ought not t0 affeftt the Intereſts of the Church : For 
from theſe Grounds it appears, that in the Opinion of the Church of England, 
which made the Canons, it was of ſuch concern, as to have the higheſt Cenſures of 
the Church intereſted in it, and to be made a fundamental term of her Communion. 
If after it is examined by Men of better Judgment, and better sk3lPd in the con- 
cerns of the Church of England, it ſhall, &c. 


The Canon, to which the Author of the Letter refers, 


< Y \/ Homerer ſhall hereafter affirm, that the King's Majeſty hath not 
6 the ſame Authority in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical that the Godly Kings 
© had among lt the Jews, and Chriſtian Emperors in the Primitive Church, 
© or impeach in any part his Regal Supremacy in the ſaid Cauſes reſtored t9 
* the Crown, ard by the Laws of the Realm therein eſtabliſhed : Let kim 
© be excommunicated ipſo fatto, and not reſtored but only by the #rch- 


* Biſhop after his Repentance, and publick Reyocation of thoſe his» icked 
© Errors. Before 


| 


Cog ately” were I Ine cc v- 
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Belure | come to explain the intent and force of this Canon, Il think it 
<014cnient to ſet down a Poſition in the firſt Canon, which all Perſons having 
Cure of Sculs, and all other Preachers and Readers of Divinity are obliged to the 
uttermoſt of their Wit, Knowledg and Learning, purely and ſincerely, (without 
any Colour or Diſſimulation) to teach, manifeſt, open and declare four times every 
Tear at the leaſt. And whether this hath been done, or, if done, with what 
Sincerity by the greateſt part, let the World judge by their preſent and 
lage Atings. And it may be farther obſerved, that this Poſition is level- 
led as well againſt all Civil as Eccleſiaſtical Foreign Powers, as may appear 
not only from the Words in it, but from our Laws and Statutes, (which 
ſhall hereaſter be produced,) which this was deſigned to ſtrengthen and con- 
ficm, That the Spiritual Sword might afford what aſſiſtance it could to the 
Secular, and both Powers concur to ſecure the Lawful Supream Governour, 
vpon whoſe Safety and Welfare the Well-being of both ſo much depended. 


The Poſition in the firſt Canon. 


* That 21 Uſurped and Foreign Power (foraſmuch as the ſame hath no 
.** eftabliſiment nor ground by the Law of God) is for moſt juſt Cauſes ta- 
** kenaway and aboliſhed ; and that therefore no manner of Obedience, or 
<* SubjzCtion within his Majeſty's Realms and Dominions is due unto any 
** ſuch Foreign Power : Bur that the King's Power within his Realms of 
** Ergland, Scotland and Ireland, and all other his Dominions and Countries, 
** isthe higheſt Power under God, to whom all Men, as well Inhabitants, as 
** born within the ſame, do by God's Laws owe molt Loyalty and Obedi- 
+* ence, afore and aboveall other Powers and Potentates in Earth, 


I do not deny, but that the Uſurpations of the Court of Rome were the 
2ccafion of laying down this Poſition ; but then though the occaſions of 
Lews or Canons are particular, yet the Law or Canon it ſelf is general 
2:ainſt all Miſchiefs whatſoever of the like kind, If the occaſion of the firſt 
Law agzinſt Murder had been the cutting a Man's Throat, no State what- 
ioercr would be fo weak as to make a Law only againſt cutting of Throats, 
0d icaye bloudy Men free touſe all other ways z but their Law would be 
-120e yvencra) to prevent the killing any Man either with Knife,Sword,Piltol, 
Fiſts, or 2ny other way or means whatſoever, otherwiſe at this rate we 
muſt have a particular Law for every particular FaCt : It were a ridiculous 
thing to make a Fence againſt the Encroachments and Uſurpations of the 
man Court, and to leave open a wide Gap for all others to enter in at 
jcaſure, Far though we may juſtly have particular Apprehenſions of the 
Al2fuming Man at Rome, yer we have the ſame reaſon againſt all Uſur- 
athns, as being equally pernicious to us from what Quarter ſoever they 
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But that we may come nearer to the Buſineſs, both this Poſition 27d ts 
fore-cited Canon are equally acknowledged by both Parties engaged in tix 
preſent Controverſie , both Non-Jurors and Jurors allert themſelves to = 
the Church of England, and lay claim to the Canon as a Caron of thei: 
Church; if therefore the Canon be violated, there can be no Cotroverſic 
betwixt either Party, but that the Penalty mentioned in the Canon belongs 
to the Violators ; ſo that if either Party appear;guilty, the Penaity muſt 
be fixed by conſent. Now for both Parties to get quit of it is impoſſible ; Li 
this Thunderbolt muſt unavoidably fall upon the one or the other : For it bh 
King James be our true and lawful Sovereign, then the Regal Authority is 
his; and conſequently the Supremacy, whichis the choiceſt and top Branch 
of that Authority ; and if ſo,then theJurors,whonot only deny King James's 
Supremacy, but have to their Power diveſted him of all Authority, mult in- | | 
evitably ſtand excommunicated ipſo fa&o by vertue of this Canon, the force | 
of which themſelves acknowledg. Onthe other hand, it is not to bedoubred 
but the Jurors will not be wanting to themſelves in charging the Non- 
Jurors with the ſame Gvilt, for not worſhipping the Idol which they have 
fet up, and which hath been more chargeable than ever was Nebuchadnez. 
zar*s Golden Image. Nowthe Mighty Dr. Sherlock tells us, That we cannot 
bave two Kings at once ;, and though 1 am not ſatisfied, that the Doftor's | 
Propoſition 1s univerſally true, (for Davidcauſed Solomon to be anointed and | 
proclaimed King in his Life-time without diveſting himſelf, and the like did | 
our King Henry II. to his no ſmall Trouble) yet in this Caſe where the | | 
two Titles claſh and mutually deſtroy each other, ſo that if the former be | 
Rightful King, the latter muſt be an Uſurper; if the latter have acquired a | 
Right,the former muſt have loſt his; there it is moſt certain that we cannot: 
have two Kings at once. Now for their New-faſhion'd King, they may 
take the beſt care of him they canz that which lies on us is to prove the | 
Right in King James, which even Dr. Sherlock acknowledgeth ; ard thar 
yery thing makes his de fafo King to be but another Name for an Uſurper : 

For a bare de fatto King is no more a King, than a Poſſeflor malz fidei is the 
true Proprietor of an Eſtate, which he hath unlawfully and unjuſtly thruſt 
himſelf into. Now the Right being ſuppoſed, the Powers and Authorities 
are inſeparably annexed to it, though by 9 Wickedneſs, or other 
Means, the Exerciſe may for a time be ſuſpended; and then the denying or 
oppoſing this Authority doth incur the Cenſure of this Canon. Now that 
King 7ames is our Lawful Rightful King hath been clearly proved by ſo ma- 
ny learned Pens, that I may well ſpare my pains; and therefore ſhall take 
rotice of it only as it were in tranſitu, and ſo far forth as is needful to \ 
wake for the direCting the Cenſure of this Canon, and explaining it. | 

Several Pleas are ſet up by our Adverſaries, to prove that King Fames 1-4 
hath loſt or ſome way or other quitted his Title; but as moſt of their Pleas [44 
fall foul upon each other, and as deſtroying one another cannot be all true, bp 
ſo neither dare they tell us which they will ſtand to; that which deſerves r 
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tocome in the Van is the Plea of a juſt Conqueſt, which ſwallows up not on- 
ly the Title of the King,but the Rights of all the SubjeQts ; and this nodoubt 
will make a brave Deliverance from Slavery : I cannot tell whether this 
way of arguing be more baſe or bold ; yet herein amongſt others have en- 
gaged themſelyes the Welſh Propher, the Scorch Apoſtle, and (leſt the Moun- 
tebanks ſhould want their Zany) the Biſhopſgareeſtreet Doftor, who whilſt 
he thought himſelf falien under Diſgrace with his Maſter, and negleRed, 
began to beliow, Whar ! :wo ings, two Arch-Biſhops ? &c. but ſee how great 
is the Policy in underſtanding the Proverb, da of am (crbero : For no ſooner 
was an Offer made of a good fat Prebend, but the Fowl not only came ro 
the Lure, but [ngraticude undertgok to rake into peor martyred Mr. Aſh. 
ron's Aſhes, and anſwer his dying Speech : But it ſeems to he munch ſafer 
medling with the Dead than the Living z for though he hath been ſomewhat 
roughly handled for this by the Author of the Loy! 4Zrryr, yet efer fince 
he hath been as mute as a Fiſh, But after all there is ro Anſwerer like a 
thing called a Parliament ;z they do it effeCtually, as Dr. B«-ret to his great 
Mortification now very well knows: And though this be indeed only arga- 
mentur ad bominem ; yet it is enough for me here, becauſe our Adverſaries 
muſt acquieſceinit: For they who own a Government, muſt rot, ought 
not to ſet that Government upon ſuch grounds, as the Government it ſelf 
not only diſowns but condemns : And fo Farewel Congref, 

The next celebrated Argumeat is a Jumble of Dejertion and Abaication : 
But this, if it were true, would not do their work. For hc that deſerts 
or abdicares, deſerts and abdicates for himſelf; the Rights of others are 
faved, it lies not in his Power to give them away : So that if it conld be 
ſuppoſed, that King Femes had abdicated or deſerted, yet that would give 
W1l.;am and 7ary no Right, unleſs they had it elſewhere; for upon ſuch 
Abdication or Delſertion, our Conſtitutions had immediately ſet the Crown 
ypon the Head of the next Heir: And there is one before them,againſt whoſe 
[!nnocence nothing can be pretended; : and it is the heighth of Impudence to 
lt ſuch Innocence with the Name of an Impoſture, and never offer the 
leaſt proof of it, though they have-been ſooften provoked and dared to it. 
If therefore King Fames had really and truly abdicated or deſerted, then 
the Prince of Wales at that inſtant had become our King. Now they deny: 
the Authority of the Son, as well as of the Father ; and theretore either the 
one way or the other muſt be entangled in this Cenſure. But after all, the 
Aſlertion it ſelf is a zotorious ſhameleſs Falſhood ; For a Deſertion in this 
caſe muſt be altogether voluntary, and ſo voluntary, that there ought nor in 
reaſon to be thought, thatthere was at that time ſo much as animms rever- 
end; ;, nay let it be never ſo v)luntary, yet an Author of their own, (who 
thinks himſelf no ſmall Babe, and was no idle Promoter of the Revolution,) 
will not allow it to be good in Law, unleſs an Huy and Cry be ſent after him, 
ard forty days norice being given, he refuſe to return. But how will this 
agree with his Propoſal to the City by the Biſhop of Wrnckeffer ? With his 
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Letter from Rocheſter ? W iti lis Letter to tie Convertion 2 yi: is 
landing in Jreland, and uling all Endeavours to regain his Kight, thou: 
betrayed and beaten back by his faithleſs Subjedts? And with the tinplotnz 
the aid of his Friends, and the claiming bis Rigkt, and calling upon tit5 
Subjects to return to their Allegiance, ard come in to his Alliſtance? Whe:! 
'they can prove that claiming 15 renouncing, and that the utmoſt endcavo::: 
a Man can uſe to regain his Right is the real and abſolnte quitti:; of i: 
then they may prove this to be Deſertion : Certainly theſe Men never knew 
what bluſhing was. As for Abdication in this place it mult be underſto94 
aively, as a Men is ſaid abzsicare ſe Mugiſtratu ;, but that requires a formal 
Renunciztion or Relignation : But why is it rot produced ? Or rather, 
Why have not theſe Men, who ſick at nothing, forged one in all this time ? 
Though it will be very difficult co impoſe upon Men with a counterfeit Þe- 
ſignation of a Man, who apparently all along hath fo ſtrongly and conſtant- 
ly claimed : But 1 nced nor infiſt on this any longer, becauſe the very Ar- 
guments which confute Deſertion, deſtroy Abdication z of which any may 
read enough to their Satisfaction in Deſertion difſeuſs'd, and ' many other 
learned TraGts handling that Subject. 

There is another Mongiel Plea ſet up by the de fafto Men; I know not 
well what to call it, nor to what Topick torefer it, Theſe Men withour 
any regard to Conſcience, Faith, or common Honeſty, are for ſecuriay, 
their Worldly Enjoyments, and making their preſent Markets; and they 
boldly tell you that you are boundLin all things to obey the King in Poſſeſſinr - 
But what if a Kin? in Poſſeſſion ſhould prove a ContradiCtion in terminis ? 
When a Perſon is in Pollefſion of a Throne without Right, and in oppoliti- 
on to a juſl Right, all the World hath hitherto accounted ſuch an one an 
Uſurper, not a King; but with theſe Men, all the World before them were 
Fools : For if they ſay true, therecan be no ſuch thing as an Uſurper. Bur 
this is the leaſt evil of this perfidious Notion : - For it turns the World into 
a bluudy Theatre, makes every thing a Prize toevery Man, who by tight- 
ing, ſcrambling, cheating, or any other means can get Poſleſſion of it; de- 
ſtroys the nature of Right and Wrong ; reſolves all Right into Polleſlion ; 
and renders al! Laws both Divine and Humane(ſo far as relates to Property) 
unneceſſary, uiclefs, and infiznificanc. 

But linay very well ſpare any farther pains in this particular z becauſe 
of latetheir much admired Juli. Jonſon, though he is pleaſed ſo liberally 
to make a Sacrifice of the Dottrine of the Croſs, yet hath very pleaſantly, and 
indeed ſoundly contuted the whole Crond of all his Brethrens Argumeurs ; 
and thereby to their greet grief bereaved them of all their Topicks, where- 
with they were uſed to blaſpheme God in the Pulpits on their Mock-Thank(- 
giving-Days. Nor doth his Performance ſeem any way diſpleaſing eyen to 
the Governmert it ſelf : For though his Book was preſented openly at the 
Parliament- Door, yet it not only ſtands m—_—— but is thought to have 
been the great ccca{ion, that the Sa#+bury Ditiator's Book was doom'd to be 
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burnt by the hands of the common Hangman. But to make ſome amends 
for this criumphkant Squander he hath ſet up a Plea of his own , and indeed 
to Co him juſtice, he hath bid the faireſt to ſer the preſent Government up- 
on ſom: bottom, if it could be poſlibly ſet on any : For if he could make it 
appear, that the late Proceedings were warranted by our Conſtitutions, he 
would ſpeak more to the purpoſe than all that hath bcen ſaid hitherto 3 but 
I doubt not but co make it appear, that our Conſtitutions utterly overs 
throw his Plea. 

Now this knocking Argument, which will ſnffer nothing to ſtand before 
it, is only Abaication ſtill ; but then it is indeed a Y#flive Abdication,where- 
inthe Perſon abdicated is a Sufferer, and 1s abdicated not by his own «ft, 
but by another, who hath a certain Right in lum, e:d Superiority oyer 
him; asa Father is ſaid abdicare Filium. He teems inclinable rather to call 
it Abrogatiop, than Abdication ; a Word which ſeews harſh with reſpeCt to 
Perſons, though proper as to Laws; and yet in the Verb is ſometimes uſed 
in that Senſe by later Hiſtorians ; but baicare properly reſpetts Perſons. 
However to his purpoſe he tells us, Thar rhe Peopie of England did atually 
* aprogate or dethrone King James the Second for Miſgovernment, and promoted the 
Prince of Orange in his ſtead. By the People | ſuppoſe he means not the dit- 
fuſive Body, but their Repreſentatives; for as the former ſeems impra@ti- 
cable, fo it is evident that the Feat was done by what they called a Conver- 
tion; and afterwards ratified by what they call a Parliament. But herein 
he and his Maſters cannot agree; for they pat it upon an AQive Abdicati- 
on, which Julien ſeems by no means willing to allow : For they ſay exprelly, 
That King James abdicated the Government, andthat thereby the Throne became 
vacant. So that all they pretend to is to ſupply a Vacancy, (whether there 
can be any ſuch thing by our Conftitutions in our Government, I do not 
here diſpute,) apd provide a Remedy againſt a grand defeCt, when there 
was no King in J/rae/y and in that very place, where he cites the Word 
abdicate in Tully, it is taken in2n AQive Senſe : For after they had driven 
away their Kings, the higheſt ſhare of the Regal Power was conferred on 
the Conſuls z ard when Mark Anth:ny offered a Crown toCſeſar, if he did 
not expreſly, yet he efefually renounced his Conſulſhip: For had Cefar ac- 
cepted it, he covld nolonger have been the Conſul of a popular State, but 
mult thenceforth have afted by Authority from Ceſar, or not at all: So 
that this would have been no Forfeiture, but a real giving up his Power, 
But contrary hereto Mr Fob fon fairly makes King James tenacious enough of 
his Authority, and tells us, that the People abrogated and dethroned him; a 
Power which the Convention knew not of, nor did ſo muci 2s pretend to : 
they had done wilely, if they had conſulted this Learned Man to underſtand 
their own Power, before they had gone abou: their work. For though he 
contradicts them, yet he makes them much greater than they were aware 
of ; and hath not only ſet the Subjects above the Sovereign, but hath ad- 
vanced the Houſe of Commons into the place of the Almighty God of Hea- 
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ven, giving them Power to pull down and ſet up Kings, as they ſhall juye fit 
and conyenient. 

But I hope weare not ſo bound to follow Mr. Fohnſen with an implicit 
Faith, but that we may examine upon what Grounds he hath given Subje&ts 
ſuch a Paramount Authority over their Sovereign : And for this he urges 
in the firſt place, a Meſlage to Kivg Richard the Second, then at Elthavy, 
wherein his Parliament averrs, that in the caſe there mentioned, it is law- 
ful for them ipſum Regem de regal folio abrogare, & propinquiorem aliquem de 
ſtirpe regia loco egus in Regni ſolio ſublimare ; And for this Power in the ſame 
Meſſage they plead only an wnkrown Starure, and the infamous Precedent, 
and tarbarous uſage of Edward the Second. Had not Diſcontent and Anger 
blinded them, they would have neen aſhamed of their Precedent; and for 
their Statute, neither they nor any other have tranſmitted it to us: So thay 
it ſeems they durſt not truſt any with the examination of it. Bur, if ke 
pleaſe, to make amends for that Defect, 1 willrecommend to Mr.Job»ſox's 
ſecond Thoughts a known Statute in the Reign of the ſame King Richard 
the Second ; wherein it is judged HZigh-Treaſon for any Perſon to compaſs the 
King's Death, to d:poſe him, or make War againſt him within the Realm, or to 
_— up his Homage, 21 Ric. 2, Where we ſhall find his Statute I know 
not ; but this is to be tound in our Statute-Book, and in the ſame King's 
Reign, agaioſt whom he ſets up a contrary Plea : If no Subjeft can render 
up his Homage, (which by the way 1 take to be much the fame with 
Dr. Burnet's transferring his Allegiance, wherein of late he hath had too ma- 
ny Followers,) nor raiſe War againſt his Prince, nordepoſe him, without 
deing condemned by the Law for a Traitor ; 1 would fain know how he will 
reconcile his unknown Statute to this known one. 

We are hard put to our Shifts when we are forced to run eight hundred 
Years backwards for a piece of a Sentence that may ſeem to look favourably 
on our Cauſe z; And what good at laſt will King Alfred's Stile do him, Dei 
Gratia & Bencvolentia Weſt-Saxonice Gentis? | confeſs he has a hard Task, 
and bad Game to play, who, through the Artifices of deſigning Knaves, la- 
bours under the il] Opinion and hard Thoughts of his SubjeCts; and it was 
a fingular Happineſs to King Alfred, that he had the Good Will and the very 
Hearts of his People : But rhongh King Alfred for his Picty, Juſtice, and 
Bravery,might ſtand for an eternal Pattern to all Kings that come after him; 
yet no Perſon that ever ſat on the Saxon or Exghſh Throne ever afted with 
a freer or fuller Power than he did, as will plainly appear to any that read 
his Hiſtory : Nor indeed was it poſſible for him to have done thoſe great 
Things which he did, had he been ſhackled with thoſe Fetters which our 
Demigogues endeavour now to hang upon Kings, with pretence indeed to 
curb their Extravagancies, and reſtrain their exorbitant Power, but with a 
real delign to drive out all Kings, and introduce a Democracy, nick-named 
2 Common-wealth, the moſt unquiet, troubleſome, and moſt arbitrary 
and tyrannical of all Governments. 
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But io wiizt purpofe is all this StuiT? Are we to judge of our Conſtitu- 
tions by the blind Tale cf a little Hiſtorian, or the contradictory Saying 
of an old Moth-eaten Lawycr, who wrote in difficult Times, trod upon 
Thorns, ard was under a kind of Neceſſity to write ſo, as that he might 
avoid the Rage of the ſeveral incenſed Parties? What a woful Condition 
are the People of England in, if they muſt look five, fix, ſeven, or eight 
hundred Years downward for what they arc to do now, and to learn where- 
ia and how far they are t9 obey their King? Snch Things fall in few Hands, 
and are read by fewer, and perhaps well conſidered by feweſt of all, Will 
Mr. Johnſon have the preſent State of Aﬀairs reduced to what was ſo long 
ſince? Or will he be content that his Almighty Houſe of Commons ſhould 
be laid alide, becauſe there was no ſuch Houle at the time from-whence he 
fetcheth ſeyeral of his Authoricies, or at leaſt not ſuch a Houſe 2s is now 
under the preſent Conſtitutions? And therefore I muſt beg bis Pardon, if 
in this caſe I little regard his far-fetch*d Stories, and am bold to tell him, 
that we are not to be ruled or guided by odd Remnants of Antiquity in this 
watter, but by our preſent Conſtitution 3 - and if he can make that agree 
with his 01d Stories, he will go near to carry the Cauſe ; but if he cannor, 
then both he and ail the Revolutioniſts will ſtand for ever condemned 
by it, 
foutB | know not how to come to the knowledg of our Conſtitutions 
better than by our Lews;z and then for a Proteſtant Kingdom, it may be 
Convenient to look fo high as the firſt eſtabliſhment of Religion under that 
odd Title, znd tocompare and view the agreement of our Laws all 2long 
from the {11ſt enterance of the Proteſtant Religion to the yery time of King 
Tames's pretended Aidication. And here, if 1 go ſo high as Henry the 8th, 
y<t Ithink I need go ro farther than Queen Elizaberh, and fo trace Fhings 
to cur own Time, we ihall thence learn the preient Obligations we lay un- 
Gcr, when this Revolution came upon us. 
| 2am not willing to create a Quarrel, whether Henry the 8th were Papiſt 
or Proteſtant; 1 will freely give the Papiſts my ſharein him: For he that 
ſo robb'd the Churches, that meny Pariſhes haye not Revenues to find a Mi- 
niſter Bread; and burnt Proteſtants becauſe they would not become Papifts; 
I thipk is much fitter for them, thanfor vs: But be he what he will, I can- 
not find that eithcr he or his Parliement owned Mr. 76hnſon's Doctrine. 4n 
the 24th of his Reign, cap. 12. you will find it thus Enacted. * Where 
© by Civers iundry old Authentick Hiſtories and Chronicles, it is manifeſtly 
£ Jeclaredand expreſied, That this Realm of England is an Empire, and fo 
© hath been accepted inthe World, governed by one 5upream Head aiid King, 
© having the Dignity and Royal Eltate of the Imperial Crown of the lame z 
*unto whom a Body Politick, compact of all ſorts and degrees of People, 
* Givided in Terivs, and by Names of Spirituality and Temporality, been 
£ Dounden and owen to bear, zext 10 God, a natural and kumble Oheticnce. 
Here a Parliament ccclares him S»pream, ſubjects him to tone but God, and 
in 
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in the next toitowing Words gives him plenary, nhoic, and intire Power, 
Pre-eminence, Authority, Prerogative and Juriſdiftion. And this rhey declare 
to be no new thing. but to be taught by old Hiſtories and Chronicles, 
whoſe authentickrels they vouch. Now one would think that ſuch 2nchcr:- 
tick Hiſtories, 8nd fuch Vouchers, ſiduid make a better Authority then 
Mr. Johnſon's Knighton, But it is ſo well known what Authority £7c7ry the 
8th challenged, ard was owned by his Subjects, that 1 necd not infife por 
it: Had our Author come abroad then with his new Ioventions, be hiraſclt 
perhaps would have found little better uſage than Dr. Zurnet's Paſtoral 
Lettcr. 

As for King Edward the Sixth, we do not find that he any ways departed 
from the Authority bis Father left him; bus though a Prince of zreat 
Hopes, and pious Inclinaiions, yet by the Seducements of ſome il] Perſons 
about him, entered farther upon the Eccleſiaſtical Authority than ever his 
Father did; how juſtly I leove others to judge, | cannot commend it, And 
then for Qneen /Mary, all Diomtics, Prerogarive Royal, Power, Pre-eminence, 
Priviledges, Authorities, and Juriſdittions, are as fully, wholly, abſolutely, and 
entirely inveſted in her, as in her Father, or any ber Predeceſlors, by the 
Statnte 1 Marie, Par, Sec, Cap. ls 
 Toavoid tediovineis, | (hall only touch upon ſuch Statutes as ſpeak kome 
to this purpoſe; and now we come to that which all ſorts of Perſons, ex- 
cept Papiſts, as with one Month ſtile the- belt Reign : I mean the admired 
times of Queen El:zabeth, in the firſt Year of whoſe Reign the Oath of Su- 
premacy was enacted, or rather reviyed, in which amongſt others are theſe 
two things allerted ; ft. That the Queen's Highneſs is the only Supream Go- 
vernour of this Realm, and of all other her Highneſs's Dominions and Countries, 
as well in all Spiritzal or Eccleſiaſtical Things or Canſes,as Temporal, 241y- Thar 
no Foreign Prince, Perſon, Frelate, State or Potentate, bath, or cught to have 
any Juriſdiftion, Power, Superiority, Pre-eminence or Authority Eccleſiaſtical or 
Spiritual, within this Realm, By the firſt her own SubjeX's Hands are tied up; 
by the ſecond the Uſurpations of Foreignes are excluded. She could not be 
Supream, much leſs only Supream, ii any Men or body of Men in her own 
Eominions had a Superior Power to depoſe her; and jt being not only their 
Duty, but they alfo farther obliged by Oath to aſſiſt and defend her in 
this Supremacy, and this Oath and Statute being tranſmitted in force to all 
her SucceſTors, any attempt by themto the contrary mult neceſſarily be in- 


valid and unlawſul: And thoſe who have a mind to know the Penalties 


vhich the Law inflits 6n Offenders in this kind, may. at tkeir lciſure read 
them in the ſame Statute, 

Let us now deſcerd from the Reign of Queen Elizabeth to that of Kirg 
Zames the Firſt; 2d in the Ad of Recogruiun, Anno 1. Fac. 1. cap. 1. after 
a long, Gutiful, ard humble Prezmble, ir is thus {aid : * We (being bounden 
*rhcreunto both by the Laws of God and Man,) do recognize and acknow- 
* ledg, (and thereby exgrels our unipezkebls loys,) That unmediate)y upon 
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© the Didoiution and Deceaſe of Elzzaberh, late Queen of England, the Im- 
© perial Crown of the Realm of England, and of all the Kingdoms, Domi- 
© nions, and Rights belonging to the ſame, did by inhereut Birth-right, and 
© ]1awſul and undoubted Succeſſion, deſcend and come to your moſt excellent 
© Majeſt y,as being lineally,juſtly,and lawfully next and ſole Heir of theBlood- 
© Royal of this Realm, as is aforeſaid: And that by the Goodneſs of God 
« Almighty, and lawful Right of Deſcent, under one lmperial Crown, your 
© Majeity is of the Realms and Kingdoos of England, Scotland, France and 
© 7zcland, the moſt potent and mighty King, and by God's Goodneſs more 
© able to protect and govern us your Loving SubjeCts in all Peaceand Plenty, 
© than any of your noble Progenitors; and thereunto we moſt humbly and 
© faithfully do ſubmit, andooblige our Selves, our Heirs, and Poſterities 
© for ever, until the laſt drop of our Bloud be ſpent : And do beſecch your 
© Majeſty to 2ccept the ſame, as the Firſt-Fruits in this High Court of Par- 
© liament, of our Loyalty and Faith ro your Majeſty, and your Royal 
© Progeny 2nd Poſterity for ever. Which if your Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed 
* (as an Argument of your gracious Acceptation) to adorn with your Ma- 
©jeſty's Royal Aſlſent, (without which it can neither be compleat and per- 
© fect, nor remain to all Poſterity, according to our molt humble Dcſires, 
© 25 a Memorial of your Princely and tender Aﬀeftion towards us ;,) we 
© ſhail add this alſo to the reſt of your Majeſty's nnſpeakable and ineſtima- 
< ble Benefits. Here they plainly acknowledg theſe two things; 1ſt. That 
the Crown deſcends by Proximity of Bloud, and that 5mmediately, even 
before any Ceremony of Coronation or otherwiſe; fo that there can be 
no Inter-regzum or Vacancy of the Throne: And accordingly it is a Maxim 
in Law, that Rex nor moritur. 2dly. That the aflent of the King, is that 
which gives the Life, Being, and Vigour to Laws, without which they are 
of no force. Now how the late Proceedings which were direttly againſt 
both theſe can be valid, onght to be fnade very clear, at leaſt it ought to 
be better proved than by the capricious Opinion of one ſingle private Per- 
fon againſt a full and lawful Parliament. 

In the Third Year of the ſame King James was Enacted the Oath, com- 
monly called the Oath of Allegiance, (net but that the ſame thing was 
practiſed before, though not in the ſame Words ;) which may be tendered 
to any above the Age of eighteen z which reſtraining the Subject not only 
from depoſing, but from offering the leaſt violence or harm to the King, 
and obliging all Subjects ſo faithfully to aſſiſt their King againſt both Do- 
meſtick Traitors and Foreign Uſurpers ; and being ſo directly contrary to, 
and utterly inconſiſtent with Mr. Zoh»ſon's Doctrine, 1 think fit to inſert it 
here at large. 


1 AB do truly and ſincerely ——_— profeſs, teſtifie, and declare in my 
Conſcience, before God and the World, That our Soverei;n Lord King James is 


lawful and rightful King of this Realm, and of all othem His Majeſty's Dominions 
and 
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and Countries ;, and that the Pope neither of himſelf, nor by any Authors:y of ci 
Church or Sce of Rome, or by any other means with any other, hath any Power or 
Amthority to depoſe the King, or to diſpoſe of any of h1s Majeſty's Kingdoms and 
Dominions. or to authoriſe any Foreign Prince toinvadae o annoy him, or his Coun- 
tries, or to diſcharge any of his Subjetts of their Allegiance an4 Obedience to his 
Majeſty, or to give licence or leaveto any of them to bear Arms, raiſe Tumults, or 
r0 offer any Violence or Hurt ro bis Majeſty's Royal Perſon, State or Government, 
or to any of his Majeſty's Subjetts, mithin bus Majeſty's Dominions, 

Alſo 1 do ſwear from my Heart, That notwithſtanding any Declrration, or 
Sentence of Excarmmunication or Deprivation made or granied, or to be made or 
granted, by the / ope or his Succeſſors, or by any Authority derived, or pretended 
20 be derived from him, or his See, againſt the ſaid King, his Hetrs or Succeſ- 
ſors, or any Avſolution of the ſaid Subjetts from their Obedtence. ef will bear 
Faith and true Allegiance to his Majeſty, hrs Heirs and Succeſſors, and him and 
them will defend 19 the uttermoſt of my Power, againſt all Conſpiracics and Con- 
tempts what ſoever,, which ſhall be made againſt his or their Perſons, their Crown 
and Dignity.by reajon or colour of any ſuch Sentence or Derlaration,or otherwiſe, 
«nd will do my beſt endeavour 10 diſcloſe, and make krown. unto bis Majeſty, his 
Heirs and Sacceſſors, all T reaſons, and Traiterous Conſpiracies, which 1 ſhall 
know or hear of to be againſt him, cx any of them. 

1 do farther ſwear, That 1 do from my Heart abhor, deteſt, and abjure, as 
Impious, and Heretical, this damnable Dottrine and Poſition, That Princes which 
be excommunicated or deprived by the Pope, may be depoſed or murdered by their 
Subjetts, or any other what ſcever. 


(lp 14 I do believe, and in Conſcience am reſolved, that neither the Pope, nov 


eny Per fon what ſo:ver, hath Power to abſolve me of thi: Oath or any part thereof ;, 
which 1 acknowledg by good and full Authority to be lawfully miniſtred unto me : 
And do renounce all Pardons and Diſpenſations to the contrary. And all theſe 
things I do plainly and ſincerely acknowledg and ſwear, according to theſe expreſs 
Words by me ſpoken, and according to the plain and common Senſe and Under- 
ftanding of the ſame Words, without any Equivocation, or Mental Evaſion, or 
Secret Reſervation what ſoever. And 1 do make this recoonition and acknowledg- 
ment =" willingly, and truly, upon the true Faith of a Chriftian : So help 
me God. 


If fooliſn wicked Men did not make their Reſervations, and endezyonr 
to put Tricks even upon God, whom they call ro be a Witneſs of the Truth 
of what they ſwear, and an Avenger if they ſwear falſly, there would need 
nothing more to con? »in SubxCts im their Loyalty : But ſtill to improve 
this matter farther, 7 Fc. t. cap. 6. an Act tells us, That this Oath tends 
only to the Declaration .f ſuch Duty, as every true and well. affefted Subject, noe 
only by Bond of Allegiance, but alſo & the Commanament of Almighty God, ought 
30 bear to bus Majeity, his Heirs and Succeſſor: So thet though this Act ob- 
liges alt Perſons of the Age of eighteen Years, vpon paja of jncurring a 
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Pramuzirc,to tas this Oath if tendered 3 yet it giyes vs to underſtand tigt 
it is only a ſuper-added Obligation to ſecure our lawtul Prince, and keep 
the Subject to bis Duty ; and that though the Oath be not taken, yet the 
natural Allzgiance of eycry Subject binds him to the ſame thing: And 
though it was principally, yet not only made with relation to the Bi- 
ihop of Rome, bu: to all others, as exprelling that Allegiance which obliges 
Subjects to [tand by their Prince agaioſt all his Oppoſers, Enemies, and 
Undermiocers whatſoever. I do not know that any Foreign Powers, (the 
Pope cxcepted,) ſo much as pretend to aRight to depoſe lawful Princes; 
nor vid even the Prince of Orange, when he came over, pretend to any ſuch 
Power bj his Declaration; and it ſeems to me to bez no better than an im- 
pudent Contradiction, when Men acknowledg that no Foreign Power can 
depoſe a lawful Prince, to ſay, that his own Subjects, who by the Laws of 
God and Man owe him Allegiance, and are bound with the utmoſt hazard 
of their Lives to defend him, may doit. And it ſzems to me worth Ob- 
ſervation, that Dr. Srillingflrer in his Preface to the Zeſu'?s Loyalty, proves, 
thit the Pope depoſes Princes upon Common: wealth Princip es : Now 1 
would willingly know upon what Principle the Doctor hath joined with the 
Revolutionilts in depoſing his Prince. If he joins with Mr. Zohnſon in his 
Argument, it is Common-wealth all over; if he take up with the other 
Arguments of his Brethren, Julian hath fairly kiſs'd them out of Doors. 
I did once think that Men who raved againſt the Evaſions, Equivocations, 
Mental Reſervations, Diſpenſations, and other deceicful Arts and Tricks 
of the Jeſuits, had been Men of Plain-dealing, Simplicity and Integrity ; 
Bat ſince | have diſcovered, that thoſe very Men, who made the depoſing 
Powcr their Bell-weiher Argument agaialſt the Papiſts, were at that ſame 
Lime buſie in contriving how to depoſe their own lawful Prince: 1 have been 
prone to think, that if you ſhould take a Latitudinarian Proteſtant, and a 
' Jeſuit, and put them both in a Bag, and ſhake them well together, it 
would be hard to determine, whether he that caine out firſt or laſt was the 
greateſt Knave. 

After the deplorable Confuſions, Diviſions, Wars, Devaſtations, and Op- 
pre;izns, (they are the Words of the Act,) wherewith theſe Kingdoms 
were haraſled inthe former Rebellion, (the Wickedneſs of which no Man 
would have thought could have been exceeded, had he not ſeen this,) 
the People, jaded with their own Folly and Villany, and ſeeing no cnd of 
theRapine, Madneſs and Cruelty of their Oppreſlors, call Home their 
Lawful Sovereign King Charles the Second : And in the 12th Year of his 
Reign, (but of his aCtual governing the firſt,) an Act paſſed, wherein his 
rndoubted Hereditary, Sovereign and Regal Autbority was acknowledged; a 
perpetual Thankſgiving for his Reſtoration ordered to be annually and pub- 
lickly kept : All Miniſters are thereby bound to celebrate it, and to give 
God Thanks, and publickly declare the extraordinary Mercies, Bleſſinrs and 
Deljvcrances received; all People are bound on that Day to repair to ſome 
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Church or Chappel, where the Service appointed may be had; all Mioi- 
ſters to give notice of itthe Lord*s Day before; and upon the Day to read 
the Act pablickly and diſt inttly to the People: And this is again confirmed 
the 13th Car. 2. c4p.11. Certainly no Man that had a Grain of Honeſty 
could think that any People could be guilty of ſuch fulſome Hypocriſie, 
and ſuch downright mocking of Gad, as to keep a publick Thankſgiving 
for the reſtoring one Brother to his Right, and at the ſame time to plead 
the lawfulneſs of driving away and keeping out the other Brother by force 
of Arms, when the Right and Title of both Brothers was exaQly the ſame. 
By what Authority do they call the other Rebels, when they do the ſame 
thing ? Or is it a wicked thing in Presbyterians and Independents to de- 
poſe Kings, but lawful and commendable in Latitudinarians ? 

But it forty Parliaments had laid their Heads together to ſecure their 
Sovereign from any Violence or Harm againſt any Man, Men, or body of 
Men whatſoever of his own Subjects,or moſt effectually to confute Mr. Fobw- 
ſows Argument 3 I cannox imagine how they could do it i more apr, pro- 
per and full terms, than is done by the AQt 12 Car. 2. cap. 30. wherein it is 
declared, That by the undowbted and fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, neither 
the Peers of this Realm, nor the Commons, nor both together in Parliament, nor 
the People colletively or repreſentatively, nor any other Perſons whatſoever, ever 
had, have, hath, or ought to have, any Coercive Power over the Perſons of the 
Kings of this Realm, Here plaialy by a full and free Parliament, and by 
univerſal conſent, all ſorts and all bodies of Men are reſtrained from nſmg 
aoy Violence to their King z and this not only at preſent enafted, but decls- 
red to be ſo by the undoubted and fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, If this 
betrue, Bratton muſt be miſtaken ; Or ſhall we eſteem his Authority above 
that of the High Court of Parliament ? Or what ſhall become of his reſpec- 
tuetucr ad Magnam Curiam, when that very Court in this caſe denies it ? And 
that too upon this very account, that the wndoubted and fundamental Lawns 
are againſt it. 

There are many other Statutes which ſeem to be purſuant of this ; as 
13 Car. 2. cap. 1. where that Opinion is condemned, That both Houſes of 
Parliament, or either of them, have a Legiſlative Power witkout the King ; by 
which alone all the ACts of the Convention are overthrown, and 3ll the pre- 
tended Authoricies thereupon founded. Hence in the ſame AC they pro- 
ceed to condemn the Proceedings in the former Rebellion, declaring, * That 
© the Oath uſually called the Solemn League and Covenant, was in it ſelf an 
© unlawful Oath, and impoſed upon the Subjefts of this Realm againſt 
© the fundamental Laws and Liberties of this Kingdom ; and that all Orders 
© 2nd Ordinances, and pretended Orders and Ordinances, of both or cither 
© Houſes of Parliament, for impoſing of Oaths, Covenants or Engagements, 
© levying of Taxes, or raiſing of Forces and Arms, to which the Royal 
© Aﬀlent, either in Perſon or by Commiſſion, was not ex preſly had or given, 
* were in their firſt creation and making, and ſtil] are, and ſo ſhall be taken 
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*to be, null and void to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever. Now, (as if 
they had hzd a-Spirit of Propheſie,)this Act ſeems to be more ſtrongly level- 
led againſt the Convention than the long Parliament ; for the long Parliament 
were called by the King's Writ, and by his aſſent to a Bill were continued 
til] they (hould diſſolve themſelves z butthe Convention was a Muſhroom, 
- iprung up of it ſelf, and remaining without root or foundation ; They were 

fo far from having any colour of Law to warrant them, that wheh they had 
rralteronſly driven away their King with Lies, Noiſe, and Threats; they 
met contrary to all Law, at the invitation of a Stranger, their King's Ene- 
my, againſt whom they ought to have defended him; and therefore were 
'Fraitors in that very Act : Thelong Parliament indeed boldly afſu:ned the 
whole Authority to-themſelyes, but withal they ſeemed not before-hand to 
be deſtitute of a very conſiderable Legal Authority z/ bat the Convention as 
they had no manner of Authority in that caſe, ſo they pretend to give the 
Supream Authority to one, who as a Stranger had leſs Authority than them- 
ſelves: But neither could they give what they never had,nor he receive from 
them what they had not to give ; and thereiore this Alt as ſtrongly makes 
null and void all the Oaths, Acts, Orders, Ordinances #nd Proceedings 
whatſoever of the preſent Government, as they call themſelves, as ir did the 
Solemn League and Covenant, and other the proceedings of the Rump Par- 
liament, and Oliver the Firſt. 

13 Car, 2. cap.6. There is an Act, wherein it is declared, © That within 
© all his Majeſty's Realms and Dominions, the ſole Supream Governmenr, 
Command, and Diſpoſition of the Militia, and of all Forces by Sea and 
© Land, andof all Forts and places of Strength, is, and by the Laws of Eng- 
© [ard ever was, the undoubted Right of, his/Majeſty, and his Royal Prede- 
© cellars, Kingsaud Queens of Eng/and;, and that both or either of the Hou- 
©ſes of Parliament cannot; nor ought/to pretend to the ſame ; nor can, nor 
© lawfully may, Taiſe or levy any War, offenſive or defenſive, againſt his 
© Majeſty, his Heirs or lawful Sncceſſors, &c. And in the ſame Act the 
grounds of contrary proceedings they call Kebellions Principles \, the Govern- 
meats fet up agairft the lawful King, they ſtile «/urped Governments; and 
the eſfect of ſuch doings they ſay. was almoſt the Ruine and Deſtruttion of this 
XKinodom. But what was wanting then, we have juſt cauſe to fear will be 
—_ up now ; We 2re within a little of leaving out the almoft, and are 
up2n the very brink of «rey Ruige and Deſtruction. Now if the - ſole Sn- 
pream Goverrment was in King James, and the whole power and diſpoſition 
of the Militia, and all Forts-and places of Strength, were undoubtedly his 
Right, and no War offenſive or defenſive may be raiſed againſt him; then 
gall thoſe places were wrongfully raken from him, and-all the preſent Rebel- 
lious Proceedings and Uſurpations are as void as the former. 

It were no hzrd matter to heap up many other Statutes to this purpoſe, 
but | think theſe ſufficient; for this was the Conftitutivn when King Char/es 
the Second died, this was the ſtate of the Government when King _ 
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the Second his lawful Succefſor entred-upon it, and a!l theſe Acts were in 
their full force when he was driven away ; and they alert, maintzin, keep 
up and ſecure his Right and Supream Power, as well againſt is own Sub- 
jects as Foreigners : And therefore the Supremacy, Authority and Right 
being ſtill his, 2s all proceeCings againſt him are null in Law, and condem- 
ned by it z fo all Perſons thus unlawfully diveſting him of that his rightful 
Supremacy and Authority, have incurred the Centure of the fcre cited Ca- 
non made purſuant to theſe Conſtitutions, and muſt be adjudged to Ntand 
ipſo fatto excommunicate. 
| am not inſenſible, that by a certaia ſide-wind an Objection may be here 
brought 4n, which both Prerogative and Commonwealth-men have (as it ſer- 
ved their Turn) inſiſted on, That the Statute- Law is ſuper-induced, and t9 be 
in force according to the tenour of the old preceding Laws and Cuſtoms of Eng- 
land, and if repugnant to them void, if obſcure and doubtful, to be explained by 
them, And lam informed that the Paltry, (I ſhould have ſaid the Poulrrey ) 
Dofor, in his private Pleas in making Converts, or rather Perverts, doth 
farther alledg, That the Statute- Law i: utterly inſignificant in it ſelf, ard that 
we are wholly to be guided by antecedent Laws and Cuftork, Whether he means 
by this to warrantize Rebellion by the worſt of Precedents, or wonld have ail 
ſwallowed up inthe Prerogartive, | cannot tell; for he is as much for W:l;am, 
as he was againſt King Fames, ſo tempting a thing is even the bare hopes 
of a Biſhoprick. But againſt this | deſire theſe few things may be conſidered : 
1ſt. I humbly requeſt this bold Do&or, or any of his Complices, to tell me 
in plain Engliſh, Whether the auguſt Coart of Parliament, which is brought 
together with ſo much Charge, appears in ſuck State, and is ſtiled the high- 
eſt Court in the Kingdom, fits in all that Formality and Solemnity only ra 
deviſe New- Nothings, or to makeRattles and Baubles for Fools and Chil- 
dren? For it his Objection be true, I ſee not whatthey do more; but muſt 
be the meereſt piece of Pageantry that ever was. 2dly. It is obſervable 
that this Argument, if not firſt trump'd up, yet was moſt warmly mana- 
ged in the time of King Cherles the Firſt, when the matter of the Peririon of 
Right was under debate z and though they threw Duſt in one arother's Eyes, 
and amuſed the Kingdom with fine Harangues about old blind antecedent 
Laws, which no Body knew what to make of; yet when they come to pen 
the Statutes, they fairly leave them all toſhift for themſelves, and found ir 
wholly upon preceding Statutes, as any Man may there ſee to his ſatisfac- 
tion, 3 Car. 1. in initio. 3dly. That the fore-cited Stztutes are fo far from 
expretling any thing obſcurely or doubtfully, that they are as intelligible, 
plain and ealie, as if they had been written with a Beam of the Sun. Laſt- 
ly,: (and which indeed is moſt conſiderable) all, or moſt, and the moſt per- 
tinent of the fore-mentioned Statutes, are not meerly conſtitutive, but de- 
claratory, not barely telling us what for the future ſhould be Law, but in- 
forming us what by the old antecedent Laws were the undoubted Rights o 
the Crown, and rule of Succeſſion ; and indeed.l can diſcover but rwo way 
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wh:reby the Crown can ſacceed according to our Contitutions, viz. either 
by Proximity of Blond in a lineal Succefſion, or by the laſt Will and Te. 
ſtament of the preſent righiful Prince in Poſſeſſion, ratified in Parliament ; 
both which arc mentioned in the Act of Settlement, 35 Hen. 8. and made 
a rule of Succcſlion for ever, 1 Eliz, cap. 3. neither of which will do our 
Adverſaries any Service: And thus | think I have given as fair and full an 
anſwer to Mr, Foknſon, a$ he hath done to thereſt of his Brethren; and the 
Obſtacles being now removed may juſtly proceed to the Canon, which de- 
cl:res all ſuch Perſons as deny the Supremacy of their lawful King to be 
excommunicate ipfo ſao : As to which I (hall conſider theſe ſeveral parti- 
culars ; Firſt, That this Canon is no Novelty, but purſuant to, and taking 
Pattern from other Canons of the Church of Chriſt, made all along for the 
ſecurity of Princes. Secondly, What is meant by Excommunication ip/o 
fatto, Thirdly, What is the State and Condition of Perſens excommunicate, 
Fourthly, What ought to be the Behaviour of other Chriſtians towards 
ſuch as ſtand cxcommunicate. Laſtly, the particular reſtraint here laid, as 
to reconciling ſuch Perſons who are cenſured by this Canon. 

As to the firſt, Chriſtianity, which not only teacheth, but obligeth us 
10 do good for evil, took care of the Supremacy of the Supream Powers, even 
when they were Perſecutors; but when Kings and Queens became Nurſing 
Fathers and Nurſing Mothers, and rook the Church into their Protection, 
defendingthe Perſons not only as Subjects but Chriſtians, and backing the 
Canons and Cenſures of the Church with Civil Laws and Penalties ; from 
th:nce the Church becanie bound not only in Daty but in Gratitude to con- 
tribute all ſhe could to the protection of that lawful Government, which 
protected her ; and to render the Civil Laws and Penaltics more aweful and 
effectua], did farther euforce them (as occaſion required, but eſpecially 
for the ſecurity of law ſul Priaces,) with the Threats and Terrors of Divine 
Vengeance, which by Authority, committed to her by God, ſhe had power 
to denounce againſt ſuch Offenders. T he Doctrine of Obedience to law- 
ful Powers, has been a part of Chriſtianity from its yery firſt entrance into 
the World, eventhen when it was the greateſt Suſterer under them. Thus 
our Bleſſed Sayiour teacheth the Seclitious Jews, Mar. 22.21. Render unto 
Ceſar the things which are Ceſar's, and unto God the things that are Gods, 
Thus his Apoſtle St. Pau/to the Romans, 1 3. 1. Let every Soul be ſubjeft unto 
the Higher Powers, To Titus, 3.1. Put them in mind 10be ſubjett ro Princi- 
palities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates. And SU. Peter, as if he had a mind 
to confirm the very terms of our Canon, and contrzdict his pretended Suc- 
celſor the Pope, gives this Charge, Submit your ſalves to every Ordinance of 
Man for the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King. as Supream, Cc. 1Pet.2.13. 
The lcoſe Anſwers which have been deviſed to take off the force of theſe 
Scriptures,and encourage eternal Confuſions, have been of late ſo ſhamefully 
baffled by many learned Pens, that I need not concern my ſelf farther wich 
them; only I chink it fit they ſhould know what Penalty God's VV w_ my 
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aſſigned to Offenders in this kind, which being no leſs than Damnation, 1 cannot but 
as a Chriſtian wiſh them Repentance, that if poſſible they may eſcape it ; rhongh 1 
cannot without deploring their Condition think of the Obſervation, That Rebellion in 
this is as the Sin of Witchcraft, that both Sins do ſo bewitch Men, and carry away their very 
Hearts and Souls, that they rarely, if ever, think on Repenta-.ce on this ſide Hell , and 
thenl fear ic will ſtand them in lictle ſtead, notwithſtanding the comfortable Doc- 
trine which their new High-Prieſt hath broach'd, for the benefit of the damned, 
and ro encourage the Living to run the hazard of Damnation. 

If I ſhould examine how the Church in tucceeding Times trod in theſe ſteps of our 
Saviour, and his Apoſtles, it would be a tedious work z and therefore I ſhall only 
ſubjoin ſome few Citations as a Specimen: And I hope 1 ſhall be pardoned if 1 
take the liberty totranſlate, ſince | write only for the Inſtruction of the Ignorant, 
not for the Information of thoſe who are wiſer than my ſelf. And in that early Col- 
leAion of Canons, commonly known by the name of the Apoſ#le*s Canons, we find this, 
o516 Spier Baomia, fc. If any Man, againſt Right, do Wrong to the King or Governour, 
let him be ſeverely puniſhed ;, if be be a Clergy man, let himbe depoſed; if a Lay man, let 
him be excommunicated, Can. $4. 

In the Fourth Council of Toledo, we find both a neat Preamble and ſmart Canon to 
this purpoſe ; thus, Milrarum quippe gentium -——— tanta extat perfidia, &c, So falſe 
(ſay they) and perfidious are the Minds of many Mei, ther they will not keep that Faith 
which by Oath they have promiſed to their King, but whilſt with their Months thry profeſs 
to ſwear, in their Hearts retain Treachery ,, for they ſwear Fidelity to their Kings, but brea” 
their Oaths, not regarding the Fudgment of God denounced (Jer. 7. $, &c.) againſt thoſe 
who ſwear by the Name of the Lord falſly. What hope can ſnch have in War with their E- 
nemies? What other Nations will truſt fl ch in Peace * What League at this rate can hold 
them ? What Pleag or Aſſurance can they give, that they will keep their Faith with their 
Enemies, when they break, that Faith which they have ſworn to their own Kings? Then 
follows the Canon. Whoſcever henceforth, cather of us, any of the Spaniſh People, by any 
HMachination or Contrivance, ſhall violate that Oath of Fidelity, which he hath ſworn for 
the Safety of bis Countrey, the State of the Gothick Nation, or the Security of his Princ:, 
or ſhall. murder bis King, or diveſt bim of his Authority, or by Tyrannical Preſumprion 
ſhall uſurp the Throne, let him be Anathema in the ſight of the Holy Ghoſt, and the Martyrs 
of Chriſt ;, and let him be ejetted our of the Catholick, Church, which he hath profaned by his 
Perjury ;, and let him be deharr'd from all Chriſtian Communion , nor let bim have any ſhare 
with the Righteous, but let him be condemned to eternal Puniſhment with the Devil and his 
Angels, And then the whole Clergy and People give their Conſent in theſe Words ; 
Whoſoever ſhall go contrary to this Decree, let him be Acathema Maranatha, i. e. let him 
receive Sentence of Damnation at the Coming of our Lord Jeſus, and both he and his AJo- 
ciates have their Portion with Judas !ſcariot. Amen. Certainly Chriſtians had no 
light Opinion of the Sins of Rebellion and Uſurpation, when they denounce ſuch a 
dreadful Senteace againſt it ; and | think Chriſtianity is ill the 7 fox It ever was, 
however the Profellors ot it- may be altered; 

In the Seventh Council of 7oledo, c:p. 1. we have a Conſtitution to our purpoſe 
in theſe Words; Sed & quia pleroſque Clericos tante lcvitatis interdum pravitatis preſnmp= 
tive ita elevat, &c. But becauſe many Clergy-men ave ſopufſed up with Vanity and Wick- 
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gineſs, that unmindfulof the gravity of thiir Order, and their Faith promiſed by Oath, they 
through a raſh Levity conſent tothe ſetting up another King, their lawful King being living, 
it is fit that ſuch licentiouſneſs ſhould be altogeth:y taken away, andutterly extirpated out of 
our Communion : So that 1f any Lay-man within the bounds of the Countrey of the Goths 
ſhall ambitjouſly atten;pt the Crown, and ſhall receive any favour or aſſiſtance from Clergy- 
men, and by ſucceſsful Wickedreſs ſhall prevail in his ambitious Attempt , from the time 
rhat any Biſhop or Clergyman of what Order ſoever ſhall have involved himſelf in ſuch Crime, 
ir brhoves bim to remain excommunicate for ever, (l think here is ipſo fatto Excommu. 
rication with a Witneſs.) But if by the prevailing Wickedneſs of that Prince, with whom 
he unjuſily acrecd, the Biſnop ſhall not be able attally to ſuſpend him from Communion ;, yet 
if be overiive the ſaid Prince, whoſoever ſhall admit him to Communion (unleſs at the ve 
Hour of Death, and upor. ſafficient proof of bis true Repentance,) let that Perſon be liable 
ro the aforeſaid Sentence, Here you may ſee that the Church would not ſuffer even 
proſperous Villany to reſcue Offenders out of her Hands, but obliged her Members 
upon the ſevereſt Penalty, upon all Opportnnities to make them know themſelves. 
What Lenity may for ſeveral reaſons be uſed ſometimes, in ſuch caſes, belongs not 
to me to determine ; only, if any think they may be concerned herein, I wiſh they 
may ſo think as ſerioufly to repent, that they may find both God's and his Church's 
Mercy. 

From the Conciiinm Calcuthenſe, 1 ſhall cite only part of a Canon, though the 
whois is pertinent enough. Let no Man dare to be privy to the murder of a King, becauſe 
he i; the Lords Anointed, and if any Man join in ſuch Wickedneſs, if he be a Biſhop or any 
of the Sacerdotal Order, let him be degraded, and removed from the Clergy as Jadas was 
from the Apoſtolick Oratr , and whozver elſe ſhall be conſenting t9 ſuch a Sacrilegious Fatt, 
he ſhall periſa ander the crernal bond of an Anathema, and coupled with the Traitor Judas 
ſhall be burzt in everlaſting Fire z, as it us written, not only they who doe, but thoſe who 
conſent to the doing ſuch Things ſhall not eſcape the Fudgment of God, It is not long(ince, 
that a wiſe and pious Price was barbarouſly mardered amongſt us by his own Sub- 
jets; and though his Son by the Mercy of God made his eſcape, yet thereare many 
who thirſt for his Bloud, whichin the eſtimation of God is the ſame thing. Tothis 
I will here add part of a Canon of another of our own Councils, (#7d. Lind. 1.5. 
fel. 248. b.) Auttoritate Det Patris, &c. By the Authority of God the Father, &C. ——we 
Excommunicate all thoſe, who inguriouſly diſturb the Peace and Tranguillity of our Lord the 
King; and thoſe who labour unjuſily to detain the Rights of our Lord the King, This is a 
Canon mace amonglt our ſelves,and the Book is the great DireCor of our Ecclefiaſti- 
cx] Counts at this Day and if the Rights of a King be not only detained, but wholly 
iwallowcd up by ſome at this time, we mult never believe matter of Fact more ; and 
{3 for the Curſe, let them take it to whom it belongs. IndeeC, while the Authori- 
ty of God was reverenced in the Cenſures of the Church, Kings were very delirouvs 
that the Churches protected by them ſhould contribute to the Security of the Royal 
Authority, by a denurciation of Spiritual Judgments on. ſuch 2s {ſnould any ways be 
injurious to it: Thus at the Requeſt of KR. Edward, a Conſtitution was made to this 
purpoſe, by Joh»: Stratford Arch-biſhop of Camerbury ; as Is to be ſeen, Lind.fol.25 4 6. 
But a very remarkable Inſtance in this kind the Concilium Engilzelmenſe, under Lewis 
the 4th, afordsus, Cen, 1. De hins ex Seſſionis ſus loco ſe ſubrigens, &c, Then the Glo» 

ri0us 


A 


x WPrwh 


C24 3 


riow King Lewis riſing from his Seat, —maac a moſt lament ayle Complnnt, viz. That we 
was ftrip'dof his Royal Power by a certain Prince called Hugo ; whoj» juſt Grief and Com- 
plaint we Holy Fathers ( i.e. the Biſhops there aſſembled) condoling, being joined together 
inthe Unity of Spirit, have made thereupon this Decree : Let no Man henecforth invade the 
Kingly Power, nor deal treacherouſly therewuh; for we have decreed by putting in £xeceut i098 
the Councilof Toledo, That Hugo the Invader, and Reviſher of the K ing don of K.Lewis, 
ſhall ve ſmitten with the Sword of Excommunication, unleſs by an appointed Time he con® tg 
the Council, and repent of ſo foul a Fatt, and make ſatisfation, Had this Complaint 
been made to St. Aſaph or Dr. Burner, They would have told poor Laps that Huge 
had conquered him, that he had loſt all bis Right, and ſo long as he lived malt only 
be called the late King Lew; that for their parts they were bound to ſwear Aleg;ance 
to Hugo, andtoalliſt him to the uttermoſt againſt Lew : But contrary-wile theſe 
Biſhops own the Cauſe of the diſtreſſed Prince, and decree the Uſurper excommuni- 
cate, if he reſtore not his ill-gotten Goods : Now whom ſhall we believe? For either 
this Council or ſome Bi:hops now Jiving muſt be in the wrong, 

The Caſe of Ludovicus Pizs has too much Aﬀinity with ours ; for kis own Children 
roſe up againſt him; and a parcel of St. Aſapos, Burners, Fowler:, ani ſuch other 
Godly and Loyal Prelates met rogether, and made up ihat which is called Synodss 
Compendienſis, and by the Learned Baluzixe juſtly ſtiled Synodms Predatoria; thei 
join with the Rebellious Children againſt the Father, and formally ſtrip him of his 
Authority in order to his being imprifored by his Son Lorharics : But 2gainſt rheſe 
Rabanus Maw, Arch-bilhop of Adogunee, then living, a Man of greater Reputation 
and Authority than a thonſand ſuch fe Loons, ſtoutly oppoſeth himſelf ; and with 
the Courage and Fidelity of a Chriſtian Biſhop condemns the Fatt, and writes a Tract 
on purpoſe, De reverentia Filiorum erg 4 Patres, & ſupdiicrum erga Reges, which | think 
may be worth any honeſt Man's reading. Much ſach another Caſe was that of the 
Emperor Herry the 4ih, but the more abominable for this, that that whole Scene of 
Wickedneſs was managed by Gregory the 7th, otherwiſe called Pope Hildebrand, bus 
more deſervedly Pope Firebrand;, who the better to colour over the matter excom- 
municates the Emperor, andabſolves his Subjects from their Allegiance; but the Bi- 
ſhop of Lezge being too Honeſt and Loyal to think himſelf ſo diſcharged of his Oath 
of Fealty, continued faithful tothe Emperor; for which the Pope darts his Thunder- 
bolts againſt both him and his Adherents, notwithſtanding which his Clergy continue 


firm to him, juftifie their Proceedings from the Obligation of their Oaths, ard the 


Commandments of God, and look upon his Excommunication as meerly brurum ful. 
men, and of no Force. It would be too tedious to heap up what migitt be brought of 
this kind from Examples, C2nans, and declared Jadgment of Holy Fathers : From alP. 
which it is plain,that the piovs conſcientions Clergy ever thought themſelves ia Duty 
hound, not only to adhere to their lawſul Prince againſt all Uſurpers and Rebcls but 
to cenſure thoſe. that did otherwiſe, which was ſufficient to induce our Church to 
compoſe this Canon, and juſtifie her in ſo doing, end ovgnt to ſtrike a terrour in all 
thoſe who incurr the Cenſure of it ; which that they may be the more aware of, I 
ſhall cow proceed further to cxplzin it in the other Particulars. 
The next Thing we have to do is to enquire after the meaning of an Excommu- 
nication p/o fatto ; where by the way take notice,that this ſorg of Excommunication 
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15 never denounced but againſt Crimes of more than an ordinary Size; either againſt 
iach as are of themſelves of fo very ill Name, that being once known there needs nor 
the canvalling of a Judge to induce any Perſons to condemn them 3 or elſe of ſuch 
pernicious and fatal Conſequence that they ought not tobe allowed the leaſt encou- 
ragement, or ſo much as any forbearance ; by which you may eaſily perceive how 
heinous a Fault it is adjudged in the ſenſe of the Ch. of England, for any Perſon to 
mim the Authority of his King, or diſmantle him of ir, the having denounced no 
leſs than an Excommunication ipſo fatto againſt it : And indeed, what Laws, or what 
Authority (hall be able to reſtrain thoſe Men, who ſhall dare to make an Attempt up- 
on the Sovereign Authority, which is the Guardian of the Laws, and- Security of 
tie State? Before Wickedneſs can grow rank enough for ſuch a deſperate Experi- 
ment, it muſt haye broke thro' and ſhook off the dread of all Laws, and become not 
only regardleſs of the Duties of Civility and common Honeſty, but to be not ſo much 
35 moved with the ſenſe of the Publick Good and Safety : Now what hopes can any 
Man cheriſh of ſuch Men? And how miſerable muſt that Government be which is ra- 
11.ht into ſurh hands? But to return to our Buſineſs, Excommunication ipſo fatto is 
where the Diſcuſſion and definitive Sentence of the Judge is neither requiſite or ne- 
ceſ}ary as to the Offender; but the FaCt being commirted, the Excommunication im- 
mediately takes place, and the Law in a great meaſure executes it ſelf : So that Ex- 
communication ipſo fattois Excommunication ab spſo jure, ſive ſententie a jure late, and 
is ſocall'd in Contradiſtinftion to Excommunication ab Homine ſrve Fudice, where the 
definitive Sentence maſt be waited for and pronounced, before the Excommunica- 
tion can take effect. 

From whet hath been aid it is evident, that the guilty Perſon in this Caſe is im- 
mediately in the ſtate of Excommunication,, ſo that he ought not to thruſt himſelf in- 
to the Communion of the Ch. it being a thing which belongs not to him, and to which 
he h:th no Right, and from which he can receive no Benefit; but ought to put him- 
ſelf into the ſtate of a Penzrent, to bewail his Fault, and make what SatisfaCtion he 
is able, and to endeavour his Reconciliation to the Church upon ſuch Terms and 
Conditions, as the proper Judge in that caſe ſhall thiok tit for that end and purpoſe, 
of which a true and hearty Repentance, ſo far as Man can diſcern, is always one. 
But then whether all Perſons are bound to treat this Perſon as an Excommunicate, 
isanother Queſtion. - Indeed if he (as he ought) confeſs his Fault, declare his Con- 
dition. and bewail it, there can be no doubt, bur thar others, though they may pity 
him, yet ought to treat him as an Excommunicate, till he be reſtored by due courſe ; 
but then it too often happens, that the FaCt is hid and ſecret z or, if the FaCt be 


known, yet the Criminal is not 3 or, if both FaCt and Criminal be known, yet it 


may not be known, or but to few, that there is any Canon or Law, which p/0 
fatto puts ſuch a Perſon under Excommunication; yea, after all, though FaCt, Cri- 
minal, and Canon be known, yet it may be a doubrfui and controyerted caſe, whe- 
ther the Crime be within the Verge and Cenſure of ſuch Canon. Now, in ſuch a 
caſe, I humbly conceive, that no Man is ſtritly bound to treat ſuch a Perſon as an 
Excommunicate, until a declaratory Sentence of a proper Judge have paſſed on the 
thing, though adefinitive one be needleſs; that is, that the Judge having true no- 
tice of the Crime, do declare, that it is the ſame, agaioſt which the Canon pro- 
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nounces an Excommunication p/o fao;, and this publiſhed, ſhall be ſfficient to 9%: 
lige others to treat the Perſon fo declared againſt as under a ſtate of Excommunica- 
tion: Bat then again, there are Caſes whereia ſo much as a declaratory Sentence is 
needleſs, and Perſons may be bound to look on the Crimirals as Excommunicates, With- 
out any ſuch Sentencez as when the Fatt, Criminals, and Canon paſling Sentence 
thereon, are notoriouſly known; in ſuch caſe the Church requires all perſons witit- 
out more adoe to take notice of the Offenders, and to treat them as perſons under 
the Sentence of the Canon, tho? the Judge hath given no Sentence in the caſe, and com- 
mend: them for ſo doing, tho' in other caſes it allows them not the Judgment, This 
Mr. Hody doubtleſs would have told us, if it had been for his turn ; but thanks to 
more fair and ingenuous Perſons, the Canon now ſpeaks plain for itſelf, & yoo 5+ 
alqeoiy riya. mug ayiuy ovrider, SC. But if any ſhall ſeparate themſelves from Communion 
with their 5uperiour for any Hereſie condemned by the H, Synod and Fathers, he publickly 
preaching the ſame Hereſie ro the People, and reaching it barefac*d in the Church, ſuch ſhall 
not onely be free from Canonical Cenſure for ſeparating from Communion with the Biſhop {9 
called before ſynodical Condemnation, but they ſhall be thought worthy of the Honour that is 
due to the Orthodox 1, becauſe they have not condemned a Biſhop, but a falſe Biſhop, and a 
falſe Teacher, and have not arvid:d the Unity of the Church by Schiſm, but have ſtudiouſly 
endeavoured to preſerve the Charch from Schiſms and Diviſions. Thus in caſes manitelt 
and notorious Chriſtians followed the Cenſure of precedent Canons, without ſtaying 
for particular Sentence ; the onely Queſtion then is, whether there be ſuch notorie- 
ty in our particular caſe? And truly I think that there ſcarce ever appeared in the 
World a more notorious and manifeſt caſe ; the Matter of Fa# is evident to all, there 
being ſcarce a Child of five years old in the Kingdom who doth not know how the 
Authority of K. James is trampled on, deſpiſed, and denied, if he be not taught to 
do it himſelf; and as for the Perſons, they are as well known, the Laymenglorying 
in it in all places, and the Clergy roaring it out before whole Congregations; and 
then the Canon which cenſures them as excommunicate ipſo fafo for lo doing, is or 
ought to be as well known; for it is commanded with the reſt once every year to be 
read in all Churches, which [ think is fair notice; and if they will not take ir, affeted 
Ignorance will rather aggravate than excuſe their Fault; from all which it is plain, 
that theſe Offenders onght to be treated as excommunicate ip/o fao upon the Autho- 

rity of the Canon without waiting for the declaratory Sentence of a living Judge. 
Having conſidered the nature of an Excommunication ipſo fatto, 1 ſhall next en- 
quire into the ſtate and condition of an excommunicated Perſon, which is very ſad and 
dreadfull as to any Man; but when it falls to be a Clergyman's Lot, it makes fatal 
Work : For, 1. It diveſts him of the Power of Exerciſmg any Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ- 
diction ; ard if nevertheleſs he will take upon him to exerciſe it, it renders all his 
AQts invalid and null : And think it will be worth ſome Mens pains to enquire whe- 
ther this may not affeCt 211 the Eccleſiaſtical Courts in England; for 1 doubt it will 
not be ſufficient to ſay, that many things are done in thoſe Courts which were com- 
mitted to them by the Civil Power, as things that ſeemed molt fitting to be done by 
Eccle/taftical Perſons, tho' they might b2 done by others; for though this tacitly ac- 
knowledges a Nullity of what: proceeds from their Spiritual Auchority, yet | ſee 
not what Ser vice it can do them as to what is intruſted ro them by Secular Authority ; 
D tor 
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for if it were intruſted in them as LE ube, and as Eccleſiaſtical Perſons 
e£ii2y itard excommunicate, 1 cannot ſee how they continue capable of exerciſing 
{»ch Ecciefizſtical Juriſdiction : Burt let thoſe Perſons lock after that who have or 
ſail have any Suits there, or have occaſion to prove any, Wills wherein they are in- 
tz:eſt:d, or the like; for if ever things ſhould come to Rights again, (which I hope 
is ao hurt to wiih,) if ſuch Matters were not confirmed by a lawful Authority; per- 
hajs ſome who at preſent are proud of their Rebellion, and the EffeCts of it, may 
live to curſe the time that ever the 4b made Kings, or a Dutch man Archbiſhops, 
2. Excommunication renders a Clergyman, ſo long as he continues in. that ſtate, 
u::capable of any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice or Promotion; ard if he attempt to take any, 
all means uſed to confer it upon him become ineffeCtual ; a Preſentation of ſuch a one 
cannot be accepted ; or if it be, his Inſtitution is void. They may chew the Cud up- 
on this who have accepted any Preferments under theſe Schiſmatical Biſhops, for the 
obtaining of which they have taken Oaths, whereby they denied their lawful King, 
and conſequently then incurred an Excommunication pſo falo. 3. It makes the whole 
Adminiſtration of his Miniſterizsl Office ineffetual: You can expeCt no Return of 
Prayers made with him with whom you ought not to communicate z the B. Sacra- 
meat cenfers no Benefit received from his Hands; he cannot authoritatively bleſs the 
People of God who is himſelf under a Curſe, andexcluded from being a part of them. 
And-here | think all thoſe who have joined themſelves to ſuch Perſons, to be highly 
concerned to lay tlieir Hands on their Hearts, and conſider well what they have done 
in communicating with them hitherto, and whether they can think it ſafe to continue 
therein; for in communicating with them as they are Schiſmaticks, they make them- 
ſelves Schiſmaticks, and in communicating with them as they are Excommunicates, 
not only all their Labour is loſt, but they ger a Curſe inſtead of a Bleſſing. 

The matter were not altogether ſo bad, if this Cenfureextended only to Clergy- 
men ; but that a thorough Proviſion might be made to ſecure the Subject in Obedi- 
ence, it ſpares none ; and therefore I ſhall conſider how Excommunication affects Per- 
fans in general, whether Lay-men or Clergy-men: 1ſt. Then, no excommunicated 
Perſon ought to be ſuffered to be preſent at the Seryice of the Church z and if the 
Minifter who ofliciates, can no other ways get rid of him, he ought rather to break 
off and deſiſt, than to ſuffer ſuch a Perſon to join in Communion with his Flock. *Tis 
indeed true, that he may be allowed tobe preſent, when the Sermon is made, as ſup- 
poſed to make for his Information or Conviction , but eyen then he ought not to 
be intermingled with others, but to ſtand alone, and —_ diſtinguiſhed from the 
reſt of the Congregztion : But to the Prayers ſuch Perions neyer were nor ought to 
be admitted, 2dly. Every excommenicated Perſon is eſpecially debarred from being 
a Partaker of the Lord's Supper ; and antiently if any Prieſt did adminiſter the Sacra- 
ment to ſuck an one b<tore he was Canonically reconciled to the Church, (which ori- 
ginally was done by the Biſhop, or by Authority deputed from him,) he himſelf be- 
came liable to be depoſed, and no longer intruſted in the Miniſtry. :3dly. Whoſo- 
cyer flandsexcommunicated, (9 errante clave,) he is diſmembred and cut off from 
the Ci;urch, and conſequently deprived of thoſe Supplies and Succours which the 
Members receive by beiig united together in one Body, and by means thereof to 
Clyiſt their Head 3 they are like Branches cut off from the Vine, there is no way or 
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lneans left whereby any gration Succours can be conveyed unto them, unleſs there 
be a Reinſition, and they be recetved and grafted in again. qly, Every excommuni- 
cate Perſon Is under a heavy Curle ; the Devil has a peculiar Power over him ; ſo 
that his Condition is very deplorable and deſperate, whilſt he remains under that 
Sentence : Hence the Scripture ſtyles it a delivering unto Satan, 1 Cor. 5. 5. and 
1 Tim. 1. 20, and Tertulian calls it ſummin futuri Fudicii Prejudicium, the highef 
Preſumption of what ſhall be his Sentence in the day of Judgment, God will ratifte in 
Heaven the Sentence of his Church on Earth, when ſhe proceeds againſt Offenders 
in vindication of his Laws and Ordinances. That Sayirg of our Saviour to his Apo- 
ſtles is enovgh to ſtrike any Man with Horrour, who juſtly incurrs the Cenſure of 
the Officers of the Church, Yerily 7 ſay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall 
be bound in Heaven ; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven. Mar. 
18. 18, Fly. An excommunicated Perſon is or ought to be debarred from moſt of 
the Benefits and Comforts of civil Converſation ;, he is like a blown Dear, every 
one in the Herd, even for his own Safety, will puſh him from him ; or like a Man 
that has the Plague, every one that would eſcape the Infeftion avoids him : But of 
this more preſently, in its due place. 

The State and Condition of a Perſon under the Sentence of Excommunication being 
thusbriefly explain'd, I think it may be ſufficiently dreadful to any who have any ſenſe 
of Chriſtianity, or apprehenſions of the Wrath of God ; and if this be the ſtate of the 
Revolutioniſts, they have no great cauſe to brag of their Bargain; and if others did 
carry themſelves towards them, as they ought to do towards Men in ſach a State, [ 
am 3pt to think they would quickly hang their Heads, and, if their Hezrts were not 
as hardened as Pharaob's, very Shame would work in them remorſe, and bring them 
to Repentance : But tho' 1 have little hopes of this, both Prieſts and Pcople being 
ſo generally infefted ; yer to diſcharge my own part, I ſhall proceed in my Method 
belere propounded, and ſhall] now examine what ought to be the Bebaviour and Car- 
riage of other perſons towards a perſon that is nnder Excommunication; and 1. All 
perſons ought to ſtand npon their Guard againſt him, and not onely keep him from 
the publick Service, 2nd drive him out of their Churches, as a Profaner of thcir 
Communion, and one who has no Right to it, and as one who is infections and in- 
jurious to them, and makes their Communion ineffeftual ; but farther they ought ro 
take care that they join not in any private Devotions with him, nor admit him to 
Prayers with them, tho” in their own Houſes: 1 do not ſay but they may pray for, 
inſtruct, admoniſh, and endeavour what they can to reclaim ſuch a one ; but they 
muſt not pray with him, nor join in any other ACt of Chriſtian Communion with 
him. Procul ite profans, was proclaimed at the Celebration of the Heathen Myſteries ; 
and do not the Chriſtian Myſteries deſerve much more Reverence and Awe? Ouzhr 
we not as nigh as we canto have a care that we admit none of his Enemies, none 
that have notoriouſly provoked him, and not attoned their Crime, when we perform 
thoſe AQts and Offices whercin we have Acceſs to, and Communion with the great 
God of Heaven and Earth? I confeſs, that particular Perſons ought not to take vp- 
on them by their own Authority to exclude any from Communion ; bur it thy know 
any perſon to be guilty of a notorious Crime , or live in a ſcandalous Way, they 
ovght to complain to proper Judges; but when the Church has paſs'd her Cen/are 
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upor; them, they hay? a kind of Cam's Brand, and are marked out for all Men to 
avoid; it is our B. Savionr's own DireCtion to us concerning every ſuch perſon, that 
he be unto us as a Heathen Man, and a Publican, Mat. 18. 17. and ſuch, tho? they had 
been Emperours, the primitive Chriſtians were ſo far from admitting to their Com. 
munion, that they would not fo muck as allow them to be bare SpeCtators; not on- 
ly the Henowr, but the very Being of the Church cannot be long upheld, if People will 
admit a mingle of ſuch perſons in divine Offices; and therefore heretofore if the 
Church Cenſares were not taken notice of, ſhe excommunicated thoſe who received bey 
Excommunicates;, and till her Diſcipline can be revived, her DoCtrine cannot be ſe- 
cured. I deſire all thoſe ſeriouſly to confider this, who flock to the Pariſh Churches, 
where they not only joyn inCommunion withE xcommunicate:,but the very perſons, 
who perform all the Miniſterial Offices, lie under the cenſure of Excommunication by 
virtue of the forecited Canon ; what mad Men would turn their very Prayers, their 
Sacraments, and all their Chriſtian Offices into fin ? For thus they do, who take 
this courſe 3 nor doll value their upbraiding me with their numbers, for certainly 
we had never been forewarned, nor to run with a multitude to do evil, if numbers could 
excriſc us. Chriſt calls his Flock {:r:{e, and 1 had rather be of it, when at the leaſt, 
than of the DeviPs monſtrons Herd, even then when he boalted of a power to di- 
ſpoſe of all the Kingdoms of the World. 

The very nature of Chriſtian Religioa requires that the excommunicated Party 
be excluded from C2riitian Communion ; but then farther, that they might make ſuch 
weary of their ſtn, and ſhame them our of it, they would not afford them the be- 
nefit of civil converſation, Charity adviſing them by that means, if poſſible, to 
pul! them out of the fire. Hence St. Paul bids us Note ſuch a Man, and have no 
company with him, that he maybe aſhamed, (2 Theſl, 3, 14) Upon this account Chri- 
fſtians wcre wont, as far as poſlible, to avoid all converſation with ſuch z they 
would not willingly live vith them under the ſame Roof, they would not eat with 
them art the ſame Table, and indeed the Scripture requires no leſs, charging us 
with ſich an one, no net toead, (1 Cor.5, 11.) they would not promiſcuoully uſe with 
them even thoſe things which made for Health, as St. John would not waſh with 
Cerinthw in the ſame Bath. They would not givethem the common Complement 
or Salutation in the ſtreet ; they would have no Traffick or Commerce with them, 
and many other things, which both for memory and warning ſake, are briefly com- 
nrehended in tis odd Verſe. Os, Orare, Vale, Communio, Menſa negato. 

And es their behaviour was thus towards them living, ſo if they perſevered in 
zheir ſin, they refuſed to allow them Chriſtian Burial when dead. And indeed he 
that will obſtinztely perſiſt jn his evil courſe, and regard neither the Admonition, 
nor the Cenſures of the Church to his yery death, deſerves no better than the 
Burial of an Aſs. 

But that I may rot ſecm to encourage Chriſtians to outrun their Duty, I muſt not on- 
ly acquaint them with what they may withold from ſuch, bur alſo what they may or 
ought to allow them 3 Excommunrcatiion deth by no means dillolve relative i)utics, 
25 that between Parents and Children, Husband and Wife, King and Subjetts ; bur 
theſe Duties ought to be paid, if poſſible, more carcfu!ly than eyer, tuat no offence be 
given to the excommunicate perſon, nor an! crcouregement to continue In his ys 
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but rather all Iawfull means uſed to win and draw him off from it ; if Contracts 
or Bargains have been made with him, they muſt he performed ; if Debts be owing 
to him, they muſt be paid; if either his or others Spiritual or even Temporal 
good may be ſignally advanced by a cautious temporary converſe with him, it 
ought not to be neglected, for no Man's lying under Excommunication, can war- 
rant another to be either unjuſt or uncharitable. So likewiſe neceſlitics of life, as 
Meat, Drink, Raiment, and the like, either for himſelf or his Family, ought to be 
| ſold him for his Money; or otherwiſe miniſtred to him, if through extreme pover- 
ty he be not able to buy ; nor can I ſee reaſon to condemn him who hath any com- 
merce with an excommunicate perſon, if he be ignorant of his Crime, or the Law 
that condemns it under that penalty. The Duties and Allowances in this caſe have 
been generally comprized in much ſuch a Verſe as the former. 
Urile, lex, Humilss, Res 1enorata, neceſſe. 

In ſhort, whatſoever Luties we owe them, muſt be duly paid ; and in caſe of 
neceſſity, ſo far zs the neceſſity conſtrains, civil Converſation or Traffick may be al- 
lowed , but then even theſe things muſt be done with mourning over them, letting , 
them ſee that you do not countenance their ſin, and uling all honeſt and fitting 
means to convince and reclaim them ; bur then no pretended neceflity can exculſe ; 
you in ſuch a compliance, as to joyn with them in the Atts of Chriſt.an Worſhip and 
Communion ; tor let the caſe be never ſo hard, there can be no ncceility of ſinning ; 
and fuch communicating will be a very great ſin on many accour”ts, as admitting 
them to thoſe Offices and Ordinances, wherein they ouvzht to have no ſhare, as 
entitling them to thoſe Benefirs avd Blciſings to which they have no r;gat, as being 
a downright contempt of the Authority or God's Church, and conſequently the 
ready mecansto deſtroy all Order and Diſcipline, and thereby to introduce Confu- 
ſion, and inthe end to ove: throw and utterly root out the Church i (elf, 

As the Sentence is dreadtnl and heavy in this cafe npoa the guilty Perſons, fo thar 
Condition is ſtil! che worſe upon the ſcore of the difficulty they lie under of being 
reconciled : For the Canon ſaith peremptorily, that no ſuch Perſon ſhall be refored 
but only by the Arch-biſhop after hts Repentance and publick, Revocation of theſe his wicked 
Errours, Here are a gradation of Difficultics, all which they muſt paſs through ; 
and even thoſe Men who love the Sin commenly kate the Shame, and will uſe all the ” 
ſhuffiing Tricks imaginable to ſkift it off, tho' it naturally follow them z but here they | 
are obliged to give God the Glory, and take the Shame to themſelves ; they muſt not { 
only repent but recant ; and this muſt be done openly and folemnly, that the World | 
may ſee, and take warning to avoid the ſame Wickedneſs: This is no ſmall piece of | 
Mortifteation to proud rebeilious Spirits, who for the moſt part (as we ſee by {ad 
Expericnce) will rather chuſe to run the hazard of their eternal Damnation, thn to 


ſeem toleſſen their Eſteem and Reputation by acknowleCging their Errors or Crimes; || 
and yet when al] this is cone there is a Difficulty ſtill remaining : For they cannot be \ 
reſtored but only by :he Arch-biſhop, So greatacarc hzthour Church taken that Chri- | 


ſtians might be good Subjects, and fo kighly did ſhethink her ſelf concerned what in 
her lay to make them ſo; ſhedid rot think it her Buſreſs only to ſtand ſtiÞ and look 
on, and cry it was 2 matter meerly of Civil Concern; whillt Subjects roſe up in Re- 
bellioa, and dethroned, or ſo much as oppoſcd or denicd the true Rights and Autho- 
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1ity oftheir lawful King z butto ſhew her »I Senſe how ſcandalouſly the Chriſtian 
Religion was injured hereby, ſhe not only ſeverely cenſures ſuch Offenders, but alſo 
clogs their Reſtoration with great Difficulties, and makes it a reſerved Caſe, 
| «m not ignorant that the Biſhop of Kome, who graſps at and claims no leſs than 
all, h2s made Reſervations,till ke has reſerved away ina manner the whole Authority 
of all the Biſhops in his Communion; but the beſt things may be abuſed,or uſurped 
upon : For in the firſt Ages of the Church we find Caſes reſerved, but then it was by 
Canons 1nade in Council, where it was thought neceſſary for the benefit of the Church 
to reſtrain the exerciſe of Juriſdiction of ſingle Biſhops in ſome ſpecial Caſe z hence 
it-was decreed that 73 zep:r]y, nothing of moment ſhould be done without the Biſhop 
of the Prime See, whom we now call a Metropolitan or Arch-biinop z. and herein our 
Church hath trod in the Steps of the Primitive Fathers : For ſhe leaves the Biſhops 
their juſt Authority, and yet reſerves ſome matters of more univerſal Influence and 
concern tothe Metropolitan; and that ſhe hath doneirt in this and ſome other caſes 
perhaps there are weighty Reaſons: As, 1ſt. To preſerve and ſecure the Diſcipline 
of the Church in matters of great importance and publick concern; Favour, Aﬀedti- 
on, Interelt, or Importunity of Friends, might perhaps be apt to iway ſometimes 
with the particular Biſhop, either to overlook the thing, or too ealily to reconcile 
the Perſons 3 whereas the Metropolitan is leſs obnoxious to ſuch Motives : Beſides if 
he ſhould neglect to do his part, the Suffragan Biſhop would have juſt cauſe to com- 
plain, and deſire the exercite of his JurisdiCtion in that particular to be reſtored, if 
the other anſwer not the end of the Reſervation; and thus they are made a mutual 
Spur to and Watch upon each other. 2dly. For more publick Satisfattion,the Crime 
may be notorious,” and the Offence given toa whole Nation, or more; and if the 
Perſon ſhould be reconciled by his Ordinary, it might be known to few, and conſe- 
quently the Scandal remain ; but being done by the Metropolitan is mult neceſſarily 
be more notoriousz the Party's Repentance will be more publick, and a more ample 
SatisfaCtion made for the Diſhonour done to the Laws of God and his Church. 3dly. 
For a paiticular Brand upon the Crime, and to teſtihe the Judgment of the Church as 
to her high deteſtation of it: For every one mult think that ſhe hath a ſingular Ab. 
horrence of that Crime which ſhedeclares ſhe will not forgive but upon ſuch ſevere 
conditions. 4tkly. For the more effeCtual puniſhing and reclaiming the Offender ; 
be is by this means more ſurely held, and his Trouble and Pains much greater to get 
out of the Snare he hath run into: He muſt be more thoroughly mortified before he 
will ſubmit to ſuch open Penance and Recantation ; and when it 1s over, its very be- 
ing ſo well known will in all probability be a means to prevent his relapſing. Laſt- 
Iy, The more powerfully to deter others, that they may not dare ro run in that 
Wickedneſs which intangles Men with ſuch great Difficulties, and brings them to 
ſuch open Shame. Now as big and ſcornfully as our Adverſarics look upon us, [ 
think | have proved that theſe are the Circumſtances they are under z and having done 
ny endeavourto convince them of their Sin and Danger, I know not what I can now do 
more or better for them, than to pray to God to give them Repentance z they have 
not only brought a Flouriſhing Church into a moſt miſerable condition, but have 
razed the very Foundations and ſet her on no Bottom 3 ſhe is not only left at the diſ- 
cretion of the Secular Power, but proſtituted to the frantick Will and Humour of 
E every 
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every Uſurper ; which is little better than putting God's Church under the Devil's 
ProteCtion. The Breach of Promiſes and Oaths, the renouncing our natural Allegi- 
ance and Canonical Obedience are made no Sins,if the adhering to them hold cuarce 
to bring us under any Inconyenience : And thus the Doctrine of the Croſs fo particu- 
larly entailed on Chriſtianity is huff*d and ſcoff'd out of Doors. Men may join 
with the Devil to delude themſelves and others, but certainly God will viſit for ſuch 
Sins as theſe, and ſooner or later make ſuch Sinners know themſelves : May God in 
Mercy give them a ſight and ſenſe of their Sins, that they may repent and returo,and 
God's Judgments averted, and our Breaches healed ; tho' 1 abominate the Crimes, 
yet | have no ill-will to their Perſons, and with them reconciled ; but as for the 
methodus reconciliandi | leave it to my Superiors, the proper Judges,who doubtleſs will 
faithfully aſſiſt and adviſe their Metropolitan how the Canon may be ſatisfied. And 
provided that ſome ſort of Reparation were made for the Diſhonour done to God 
and his Church, and the Wrongs done to the Lawful King ; 1 ſhould very readily ac- 
quieſce in almoſt any Terms, and rejoice to ſee an endotf the ſad Thoughts of Hearz 
cauſed by the Diviſions of Reuben. : 

I had here concluded, but that as I was penning theſe few Conſiderations News 
was brought me, that, after ſo long conſulting and caballing, Srilling fleet. Hody was 
come abroad, laying about him like Goliah, knocking Cown no lels than 6 or 7 at once, 
and making bolder Challenges than ever did that mighty Ph:l;tine : 1 did think my 
ſelf as to my preſent Subject out of his reach, but not knowing what a Mad-manr, 
who lays about him at all Adventures, might hit upon; | procured the Book : Now 
tho' his Principles well improved will vindicate any Villany, or deſtroy any thing, 
honeſt or true, yet not finding my preſent Subject particularly affected ; 1 ſhall dit- 
miſs him and his Book with only ſome few Obſervations, which may ſervea little to 
ſtay honelt Men's Stomachs till they can have a full Meal. The Jackdaw in the Fa- 
bleſet out with the Peacack's Plumes did never ſtrut and briſtle at half the rate as doth 
this Vain-glorious Fellow ; and if every Bird ſhould ſeize his own Feather, he might 
be left as naked and ridiculous as was his Emblem. The very Title is infolent and 
amazing : For what honeſt or modeſt Man would diſcourſe and ſet up for Sees Vacant 
by an unjuft or uncanonical Deprivation ? For it the Deprivation be uncanonical, the 
Perſons are not by Canon deprived; if it be unjuſt, the Law: (and | hope there may 
be ſome Law left, tho' we have fo little benefic of ir,) affords every Man a Remedy 
againſt Injuſtice, and will help him to recover his right againſt itz and the very Plea 
which the Law aſſigns in this caſe, is Eccleſia pena, juſt oppoſite to his Vacancy : Bur: 
right or wrong, if it be done by a Power irreſiſtible, there muſt be a Submiſſion, Now 1 
would know what he meaus by irre/i/tible;, for properly ſpeaking perhaps only God 
is ſo; but if iy it he means a Power by any wicked means, and in any wicked courſes 
become Superior to usarnd able to cruſh us, Ithink that then his new Notion will war- 
rant ns to comply with the Devil, if Godin Judgment ſhould let him looſe upon us. 
The Propoſition, which 15 the Rey of his whole Book,and which he calls a certain and 
ſelf-rvident Mrximn, is, That whatſoever is neceſſary for the preſent Peace and Tranquitlity 
of tne Church, that ought to be made uſe of, provided it is nat in it ſelf ſinful, and the ill 
Cor fequences niich may poſſibly attend it, are either not ſo miſchievous to the Church, or at 
leaſt nat ſo lirely to happen, e3the Evils we endeavour to avoid, Nov this, tho' in ather 
Words, 
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Words, is the maid Principle which the Author of the Urreaſonableneſs of che New Se: 
paration founds his Diſcourſe upon; by which any Man may gneſs at the Genius that 
runs through the whole Book : It is ſomewhat bold to call that 4 certain and ſelf evi- 
dent Maxim,whichdepends upon ſo many Contingencies and Poſlibilities, and that alſo 
ia ſych cafes wherein Men for worldly Intereſt or carnal Security are tov prone to 
judge amiſs. But.tbpaſs by. ſeveral Exceptions thatmight be made againſtit,heknows, 
that we deny not,btit that Biſhops in ſeveral caſes may (Ido not ſay are alwaysbound) 
recede from their own Right for the real good of the Church; but then we ſay there 
are:Caſes, wherein they ought not to give it up for a/pretended Peace or Good 3, and 
whether the preſent be not one of thoſe Gaſes is the Diſpute : To this purpoſe 'he 
ought to have proved much more Cckarly than he any where has, That Canonical 
Biſhops are boand not only to quit their Churches, and give up the whole diſpoſal 
of Ghurch- Afﬀairs to a Lay Uſurper,' bur-to renounce their narural Allegiance, and vi- 
olate their Oaths, whenever they fall under an unjuſt Force ; and farther to make it 
ſelf-evident, that Perjury andRebellionare matters in themielves jor (inful. * For all 
the Pretences, how ſpecious ſoever, which are ſetup to take off the Obligations 
which we lie under, either as Subjects or Chriſtians, are meer Shams and 11ipoſtures ; 
For we are under-no neceſſity, no irreſiſtible Force, nay not any Force at all, except that 
of our own Wickedneſs, Undutifulneſs, and Rebellion z the very return to our Obedience 
would be our Deliverance, our Duty would infallibly ſave us, and put an end to all theſe 
Miſeries and Confuſions, unleſs ſuch a ſenſeleſs Imagination could poſſeſs Mens Brains, 
that a /itrle ſbrivied Thing with a crooked Noſe could be too ſtrong for all England, 
Scotlaxd, and Ireland, and the Dominions thereunto belonging : They will never ſay 
any thing to the purpoſe in the preſent Caſe, till they prove that, Men may pleac 

their own Sins.in their Juſtification, ang that havingengagedthemſelves in wicked 
Courſes;they are thereby authorized to go on,and'do worſe. As to the incomparable 
Vindicztor, he in a Bravado tells us T hat be ſhall anſwer all that he has ſaid, or ever will 
be able ro ſay, &c. chap. q. pag. 41. One would ſuſpeCt that this Man had a mind to 
invade the Prerogativeof God Almighty, and pretend to Omniſciencez; Did ever 
any Men, tho' endued with a Spirit of Propheſie, pretend to know all that ever ano- 
rher will be able to ſay ? For his own ſake he ought to have uſed more Modeſty towards 
a Perſon, who has as mach Learning and-2n hundred times more Honeſty and Good- 
neſs than he and all his Confederates, But he tells us, that his Ee 3 particmlarly on the 
Learned Yindieator 5 and to him I am willing to leave him « For tho' he may juſtly 
glory in ſo great an Adverſary, as being too g.ezt an honour to him; yet | make no 
queſtion,” but that all he will gain thereby will be to neceflitate that Learned Perſon 
to expoſe him to open Shame, . | 

I fhou!d wrong theſe few Confiderations, if I ſhould farther wander after a Treariſe, in the contriving of 

which more Perſons have been concerned than Mr. Xody's Name hath Le:tcrs; and if Perſons will not ſufs 
fer rhemſclves to be ſuddenly carried away with vaio-Boafk: and ſupcr-fine ie; ye, I doubr not but ere 
long they will ſee that this Swaggtring Wadhamite has ro do-with'Men that will nor flinch, as- having a 
Cauſe ſo good, that they are neither affraid nor aſhamed to mainaio » : In the mean crime, reraining my 
former Principles, I have added arother Foot for the Cauſe ro ſtanc. upon, which if it prove good, they 
muſt he caft, norwichſtanding whatever Mr.Hody or any other hath hitherco pl-aded ui; rhetr behalf, and 
I chink ir che more pinchiag, inthar chey are obliged to acquir them(clves agaiaſt t!zc Church of England 
and her Canons, nhjch have caſt them out z and rill che; can ger off, in that Stare 1 leave them, with 
the ſame Vrayer comimoaly uſcd for Men thar — "x4 hu The Lord bave Mercy upon them, 
I  F TS, 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


UPON THE 


Second Canon, &c. 


O yarious and fickle are the Circumſtances of Life, and ſo ſhort ard 
- fall of Incumbrances is it at the beſt, that it were not worth while 

to be Man, had he not a God to ſerve, who could reward him with 
future Happineſs; and God having made this Life a ſtate of Pro- 

bationerſhip, wherein Man is upon his good Behaviour, and ac- 
cording to his Demeanonr here ſhal] either be recompenced with Eternal 
Bliſs after this painful Life ended, or fall into endleſs Miſery : Upon this 
account Religion becomes more dezr to him than all the things of this 
World put together : For what ſhall it profit a Man to gain the whole World, 
and lofe hy Soul? But then Religion being the Worſhip of God according 
to his Will ; that it may be our Goide to Heaven, it muſt not be ſoughr for 
in our Fancies, but from his Revelations and Diſcoveries ; we hall deceive 
our ſelyes, and cheat our ſelyes out of our precious Souls, if we will make 
a Religion by ſtarting new Noticns, and ſetting up Novelties ; cur Buli- 
neſs is to find out the good Old way, and walk in ir, deny our ſelves, and 
to dread and abominate the running a whoring after our own Inventions; 
and firmly to adhere to the Retigion our Bleſſed Saviour hath left us, in 
which alone Salvation is to be obrained : And- therefore, though not only 
the ſmootheſt Deceivers, bnt an Angel from Heaven ſhould teach vs any a- 
ther way, weought not only to turn the deaf Ear upon their Perſwaſions,, 
but account them accurfed. Now the Subſtance of whst our Saviour taught, 
his Apoſtles and Eyangeliſts wrote ; but by reaſon of the diſtance of Time, 
the different Cuſtoms of Countries, the iznorance of the Occaſions, where- 
vpon many things were wrote or fpoxen, and Civetis like Matters; tn cale 
of difficulty it ſeems to be the ſurelt way to have recourſe to thole Apoſto- 
lical Perſons, and their Succeſiors treading in their Steps, and to thoſe firſt 
planted Churches, who, by reaſon of their nearnefs to the Apoſtles times 
had the beſt opportunity to underſtand their meaning, and allo being conti- 
nually under ſuch ſevere Pcrſecutions or Expettations of them, that they 
had no other hopes 'or comfort but Reaven, could not with any reaſon 
be thought to have any temptation or itch either to be infincere in them- 
ſelves, or unfaithful ro others : Andinthe great Degeneracy of the preſent 
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Chriſtian World I think I may be bold to ſay, that, relation being had to 
her Conſtitutions, no Church ia the Univerſe came nearer to the Primitive 
Pattern than the Church of England, which hath made her both the Envy 
and the Mark of all ſorts of Sefts and Parties; but this though it might and 
did cauſe her much trouble, yer by rendring her more wary and induſtri- 
ous, more careful of her Conſtitutions, and more watchful over her Mem- 
bers,perhaps did rather contribute to her Preſervation than DeſtcuQtion ; in 
all likelihood not all reeir Malice could have prevailed againſt her, had not 
Vipers within her ear out her Bowels, or ſhe by turning her Hand againſt 
her ſelt become a Felo de ſe; and co this the preſent faral Schiſm bath-well 
near bronght it : The proud ſvelling Sweerers have carried away the greateſt 

rt of her Members, and whilſt chey hug themſelves in their Wealth' and 
Eickednek, are become che Scorn and Deriſion of the meanelſt-Sectaries | 
and wildeſt Fanaticks : And as for thoſe who have retained cheir laregfit oy 
and with whom the true Authority remains, the haughty Schiſmaricks-jn- 
ſolently reproach them, as too few to bear the weight of ſo great a 4 
and indeed in the Eye of Humane Reaſon it could not be thought that they 
could long hold ont againſt ſo many, who thirſt for their Bloud, were not 
their Cauſe God's Cauſe, who can ſupport them notwithſtanding the violence 
of any Arm of Fleſh, and doubtleſs will, if they be not wanting to their awn 
part. But after al}, perhaps the boaſting Apoſtares may deceive themſelves 
in the fewneſs of their number: For though the Clergy to the Eternal Shame 
of the Deſerters be not exceeding numerous, yet they are pious, learned 
and ſtout; and their Adherents, as they are more, than' their Adverſfaries 
could wiſh or are aware of, ſo are they ſteady, devout and ſober ; and 
Men now begin fo generally to ſee through the Mask, that they daily more 
inclice tothe one, and become more averle to the other : Neither are there 
wanting multitudes of ſober Men abroad, who are highly concerned for 
their Caſe, as may in part appear by a Letter out of another Kingdom, 
which hath occaſioned the enſuing Diſcourſe, the Contents whereof (ſo far 
as concerns this Matter) are Yerbatim as fulloweth. 


SIR, 


Confeſs my ſelf very much a Stranger to the Conſtitution and Policy of the 
Church of England 3 I bumbly crave Pardon therefore, if this Line # uſeleſs ;, 
if it proves uſeful, I bave my Reward. 

I bave ſcen ſome of thoſe excellent Books, which have been lately mritten in de« 
Fence of the preſent Separation from the complying Church »f En:land. I am 
fully ſatisficd, that it is defended on very firm Ground : Tet one Topick, there 15, 
which ] have not obſerved made uſe of ;, it is this : 

The ſecond of thoſe which are commonly called the Canons of the Church of 
England, declares all thoſe excommunicated iplo fait >, who ds no: own the King's 
Authority, &c. | | 


| 5 
By King, That Perſon is to be underſtood, (according to the undoubted Prii- 
iples of the Churchof England) who js poſſeft of the Throne according to the Civil 
c oth utzon of the Engliſh Hereditary Monarchy : Whoſoever diſowns bis Aa- 
thority, &c. by rhe Canon incurs the Sentence of Excommunication ipſo falto. 
 Excommunication ipſo faCto, or latz ſententiz, (as they call it,) muſt nceds 
import at leaſt, That the Church of England declares thoſe to be none of her Com» 
munion, who publickly, notoriouſly, andobſt inately diſown ſuch a King*s Anthori- 


ty: Such ought to be deemed ana treated as Excommunicates, without farther judi. 


cial Proceſs or Sentence. The Nature of ipſo fafto Excommunication cannot bear 
leſs, 4s is evident to all who know any thing of the Canon Law, by which that i; 
made the proper difference betwixt Excommunicatio late and ferendz Sen- 
© * From theſe Grounds it ſeems to me to follow pretty naturally, That King James 

4s either quite loft his Right, or the Compliers, the Furors, the Revolutioniſts, 

if 1 may ſo call them) are not, cannot be the Church of England ; ſo that the 
main of the Controver ſie hangs much on this Dilemma : Either King James has 
loſt Bj Right, or be has not ;, if he has, and King William*s Right is good, the 
Non Jurors or Anti- Revolutioniſts are excommunicated ipſo fatto by the Canon, 
ard may be charged with the horrid Guilt of Schiſm: But if be has not loſt hi; 
Right, then the Furors, the Rewolutioniſts are excommunicated ipſo falto by the 
C anon; by conſequence they cannot be the Church of England, they have incurred 
ber Cenſures, are cut off from her Communion, her ſound Members onght not t9 


' Communicate with them: And the Auti-Revolutioniſts, how few ſoever, arc the 


only Church of England. 41 baveſtated this Reaſoning but vtry briefly, you may 
eaſily examine it more fully; and if it bolds, I have my purpoſe : For when it is 
enquired into and found ſolid,it may deſerve 1ts proper place in ſome Book.or other, 
that may after this be written-on-the Controver ſie, Beſedes, it may be uſeful for cb- 
Viating that popular Plea againſt the Separation, That the Original Queſtion is 
only of Civil Concern, and ought not to affett the Intereſts of the Church : For 
from theſe Grounds it appears, that in the Opinion of the Church of England, 
which mage the Canons, it was of ſuch concern, as to have the higheſt Cenſures of 
the Church intereſted in it, and t0 be made a fundamental term of her Communion. 
If after it is examined by Men of better Judgment, and better skilPd in the cone 
cerns of the Church of England, it ſhall, &c. 


The Canon, to which the Author of the Letter refers. 


x VV Hoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm, that the King's Majeſty hath not 
6 the ſame Authority in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical that the Godly Kings 
ad amonglt the Jews, and Chriſtian Emperors io the Primitive Church, 
© or impeach in any part his Regal Supremacy in the ſaid Cauſes reſtored to 
© the Crown. ard by the Laws of the Realm therein eſtabliſhed : Let him 
* be excommunicated ip/o fatto, and not reſtored but only by the Arch- 


* Biſhop after his Repentance, and publick Revocation of thoſe his wicked 
© Errors. Before 


- 


Before | come to explain-the intent and force of this Canon, Tthink It 
convenient to ſet down a Poſition in the firſt Canon, which all IT 
Cure of Souls, and all other Preachers and Readers of Divinity are obliged tor 
utermoſt of their Wit, Knowledg and Learning, purely and ſincerely, (wirbour 
ary Colour or Diſſimulation) to teach, manifeſt, open and declare forr rimes ever 
Tear at the leaſt.” And whether this hath been done, or, if done, with what 


Sincerity by the greateſt part, ler the World judge by their preſent and + 


late Aﬀtings, And it may be farther obſerved, that this Poſition is level- 
led as well againſt all Civil as Eccleſiaſtical Foreign Powers, as may ap 
not only from-the Words in it, bat from our Laws and Statutes, (which 


ſhall hereafter be produced,) which this was deſigned to ſtrengthen and con»: 


tirw, That theSpiritual Sword might afford what aſſiſtance it could to the 
Secular, and both Powers concur to ſecure the L2wful Supream Governoun, 
vpon whoſe Safety and Welfare the Well-being of both fo much depended. 


The Poſition in the firſt Canon. 


* That all Uſurped and Foreign Power (foraſmuch as the ſame hath no 
* eſtabliſhment nor ground by the Law of God) is for moſt juſt Cauſes ta- 
«©. kenaway and aboliſhed ; and that therefore no manner of Obedience, or 
«* Subje&ion within his Majeſty's Realms and Dominions 1s due unto any 
** ſuch Foreign Power : But that the King's Power within his Realms of 
*« England, Scotland and Ireland, and all other his Dominions and Countries, 
«+ isthe higheſt Power under Ged,.to whom all Men, as well Inhabitants, as 
** born witkin the ſame, do by God's Laws owe moſt Loyalty and Obedi- 
« ence, «fore and above all other Powers and Porentates in Earth, 


I do not deny, but that the Uſurpations of the Court of Rome were the 
occaſion of laying down this Poſition z but then though the occaſions of 
Laws or Canons are particular, ' yet the Law or Canon it felf is general 
agaiult all Miſchiefs whatſoever of the like kind. If the occaſion of the farft 
Law againſt Murder had been the cutting a Man's Throat, no State what- 
tocver would be {o weak as to make a f.aw only againſt cutting of Throats, 
ard leaye bloudy Men free touſe all other ways; but their Law would be 
mzCe general to preventthe killing any Man either with Knife,Sword, Piſtol, 
Fiſts, or any other way or means whatſoever; otherwiſe at this rate we 
muſt have 2 particular Law for every particular FaCt : It were a ridiculous 
thing to wake a Fence againſt the Encroachments and Uſurpations of the 
Aoman Court, and to leave open a wide Gap for all others to enter in at 
pleaſure; 'For though we may juſtly have particular Apprehenſions of the 
All-aſſumiog Man at Rome, yet we have the ſame reaſon againſt all Uſur- 
petions, as being equally peraicious to us from what Quarter ſoever they 
core. 
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But that-we may come nearer to the Buſineſs, both this Poſition ard the 
fore-cited Canon are equally acknowledged by both Parties engaged in the 
reſent Cantroverſie ; both Non-Jurors and Jurors allert themſelves to be 
; Church of England, and lay claim to the Canon as a Canonof their 
Churchz if therefore the Canon he violated, there can be no Cotroverſie 
| betwixt either Party, but that the Penalty mentioned in the Canonbelongs 
to the Violators ; ſo that if either Party appear;guilty, the Penalty muft 
be fixed by conſent. Now for both Parties to get quit of it is impoſſible ; 
* + "this Thunderbolt muſt ugavoidably fall upon the one or the other : Far it) 
King James be our trueand lawful Sovereign, then the Regal Authority is 
bis; and canſequently the Supremacy, which is the choiceſt and top Branch 
of that Authority ; and if ſo,then theJurors,whonot only deny King Famers 
Su , but have to their Power diveſted him of all Authority, muſt in« 
evitably ſtand excommunicated ipſo fats by vertue of this Canon, the force 
of which themſelves acknowledg. On the other hand, it isnot to bedoubted 
but the Jurors will not be wanting ta themſelves in charging the Non- 
Jurors with the ſame Gvilt, for not worſhipping the Idol which they have 
fet up, and which hathbeen more chargeable than ever was Nebnehadnez- 
aa7s Golden Image. Nowthe Mighty Dr. Sherlock tells us, That we c:-nnot 
bave two Kings at once ;, and though 1 am not fatisfied, that the Dofor's 
Propoſition is univerſally true, (for David cauſed Solomon to be anointed and 
proclaimed King io his Life-time without diveſting himſelf, and'the like did 
our King, Hexry II, to bis no ſmall Trouble ;) yet in this Caſe where the 
two Titles claſh and mutually deftroy each other, fothart if the former be 
- Rightful King, the latter muſt be an Ufurper ; if the latter have acquired a 
Right,the former muſt have loſt his; there it is moſt certain that we cannor , 
have two. Kings at once. Now for their New-faſbion'd King, they may 
take the beſt care of him they can; that which lies on us is to prove the 
Right in King James, which even - Dr. Sherlock acknowledgeth ; and that 
very thing makes his de fatto King to be but another Name for an Uſurper : 
For @ bere de fatto King is no more a King, than a Poſſeſlor male fidei is the 
true Proprietor of an Eſtate, which he hath volawfully and unjuſtly thruſt 
himſelf into. Now theRight being ſuppoſed, the Powers and Authorities 
are inſeparably annexed to it, though b mv, Wickedneſs, or other 
Means, the Exerciſe may for a time be ſuſpended; and then the denying or 
oppoſing this Authority doth incur the Cenſure of this Canon. Now that 
Ring 7emes is our Lawful Rightful King hath been clearly proved by ſo ma- 
ny learned Pens, that I may well ſpare wy pains; and therefore ſhall take 
rotice of it only as it were i» tranſitz, 2nd fo far forth as is needful to 
make for the direCting the Cenſare of this Canon, and explaining it. 
Several Peas are ſet up by our Adverſaries, to prove that King Jamey 
heth loſt or ſome way or other quitted his Title; but zs moſt of their Pleas 
fall foul upon each other, and as —_— one another cannot be all rrue, 
ſo neither dare they tell us which they will ſand to; that which deſerves 


ro 


to come in the Van is” the Plea of a juſt Conqueſt, which fwallows up not on-, 
ly the Title of the King;but the Rights of all the SubjeQs; and this nodoubt 
will make a brave Dehverance from Slavery : I cannot tell whether this 
way of arguing be more baſe or bold j yet herein amongſt others have en-' 
gaged themſelves the Welſh Propher, the Scorch Apoſtle, and' (leſt the Monn-" 
tzbanks ſhould want their Zany) the Biſhopſgare-ſtreet - Doftor, wha Whilſt 
he thought himſelf fallen under 'Diſgrace with his Maſter, and negleed, 
began to bellow, What { rwo Kings, rwo Arch- Biſhops? &c. but ſee how great 
is the Policy in underſtanding the Proverb, daoffam Cerbero : For no ſooner 
was an-Offer made of a good far Prebend,. but the Fowl not only came to 
the Lure, but logratitode undertook .to rake into poor martyred Mr. Aft. 
cori's Aſhes, and anſwer his dying'Speech: Bur it-ſeems to be much af 
medling with the Dead than the Living; for though he hath been ſomei#ha 
roughly handled for this by the Autlior of the Loyal Martyr, yet ever lince 
he hath been as mute as a Fiſh. But after all there- is no Anſwerer like a 
thing called a Parliament; they do it effeCtually, as Dr. Burnet to his great 
Mortification now. very well-knows: And though this be indeed only «rge- 
rieutum ad hominem ; yet. it is enough for me here, becauſe our Adverſaries 
muſt acquieſce init,: For they who own a Government, maſt nor,: _— 
not to ſet that Government upon ſuch grounds, - as the Government it felf 
not only diſowns but condemns : And ſo Farewel Congueff, 
The next celebrated Argzment is a Jumble of Deſertion and Abdicarion : 
But this,-if it were true, would not do their -work. For he that deſerts 
or abdicates, deſerts and abdicates for himſelf ; 'the Rights of others are 
ſaved, it lies not in his Power to give them away : . So that-if it could be 
ſuppoſed, that King Jmes had abdicatedor deſerted,' yet that would give 
William and Mary no Right, unleſs they had it elſewhere; for: upon fuch 
Abdication.or Delertion, our Conſtitutions had immediately ſzt the Crown 
upon the Head of the next Heir: And there is one before them,againſt whoſe 
Innocence nothing; can be-pretended; and it:is theheighth of Impudence to 
bleſt ſuch Innocence with the Name of an Impoſture, and never offer the 
leaſt proof of it, though they have beet ſo ofren provoked and dared-to it. 
If therefore King James had really: and truly abdicated or deſerted, then 
the Prince of Wales at that inſtant had become our King. Now they deny 
the Authority of the Son, 8s well as of the Father ; and therefore either the 
one way or the other muſt be entangled in this Cenfure. Bur after all, the 
Aſlertion it ſelf is a nototious ſhameleſs Falſhood :! | For a Deſertion in- this 
caſe muſt be altogether;voluntary,-and fo voluntary, that there ought not in 
reaſon to be thought, that there was at that timeſo much as arm rever- 
tend; ;, nay let it be never ſo voluntary, yet an Author of their own, (who 
thinks himſelf no ſmal) Babe, . and, was no idle Promoter of the Revolution,) 
will not allow it to be googl in Law, unleſs an Huy and Cry be ſent after him, 
ard forty days uotice being giveny he refuſe to return. . Bot how wil this 
agree with his Propoſal to the City; by the Biſhop of Winchefer 7 m_ his 
er 
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Letter from; | Rocheſter ? With: his-Letter- ta the-Convention-z With his 
landing in Jrelane, and uſing al Endeayours to regain! O_o. 
betrayed and beaten back by his faithle& SubjeQs? Andwictttheimploriuy! 
the-aid,of his, Friends, and, the c}ajming) his -Riybry and: ealth97e {pion WiÞ 
Subpetts.ta, return to.their Allegigace;-aedcotbernerd bis Afltance? - Wiidy 

wan prove that ey 1 oprrengtryn be wigs ors = of 
"i | can _pſe to regain his Right 18; ahe- reab and -abfolme quitci 
then they may prove this to be Deſertion : Certain!y theſe Men never Wiiew 
what bluſhing was. As for Abdieazion in this place” ig uſt be undeyſttod 
attivelys 2s a.Man is gid at4jcare ſe Magtftrars z, bitithatirequites afottnel 
Renuyngiation or Refigngtionk. Butrwhy-is it not! od? f 
Why bave-pot; theſe Men, who fhipk at nothing; forged one in -all2his his? 
Thoughjuwilhbe very; difſicyls.go impoſeuponiMenwith a counterfein Re- 
ſigogtion ofa Man, who-apparemily all along bathſo-fironghy and conftihr- 
ly-claimed :- But. | needggt-infilt pngthis auy! longer; becauſe the very Ar- 
gymegts which confure;Weſcrtion,\. deſtroy Abdication 5 of whichzrypt44 
read ngugh to their Satisf2Qtian in Deſerthtn 4b/euſo'g,/ pod Mp ry 
A 2ammot 180A Your: 


earned Tracts handling, {hat Su w/o eamel vat yartorah + 4k 
.. Thergj$ another Moxgiel Rlgades up bythe de fats Men; 1(know yet 
well what to call ic,, nor to-what Topick t0tefer jt, 1:-Theſe MetrwWithour 
any regard to Conſcience, Faith, or common Honeſty, are for ſecoring 
their Worldly Enjoyments, and mpking their: preſent Markets; and they 
boldly tell you.that you are bound.jnzall thipgs to obey:the Xing in Faſeſſion - 
But what it, a Kirg v1 Foſſeſſion ſhould, prove a ContradiQion ” termings ? 
Whey 2 Perſonis ur Pollgſhan.of a Throne without Right, -and-in-oppofiti- 
on 19 a jull, Right, all the World hath hithertq. accourited ſuch 2n one an 
Uſurper, not a King; but with theſe Men, all-the World before them were 
Fools :.,For if they ſay, true, there canbe no ſuch thing as an Uſurper.' But 
this is the leaſt evil of this pecfidions Notion. :, (For. it turns the World into 
a bluydy Theatre, makes every thipgaPrize to every [May whotby'tight- 
ings {xr 042 cheating, Opry PLage means Can get Poſſeſſionof'it ;, de- 
ſtroys, the nature of, Raghy ang, wang z/ reſolves alkRight into Polfeſlion ; 
and renders all own both Diyipe and. dumane(ſo far asrelates toPropgrty) 
unneceſlary, [uſcleſy, and inſrenificanc. : - RAT | 

But | may very welMſpareany farther pains in this particular z becauſe 
of late their much, admired Julius Jobyſor, though he is pleaſed ſo liberally 
to make a S4crifice, of the Dot#rine of rhe-Croſs, yet hath very pleaſantly, and 
indeed ſoundly confuted the whole, Groud of all his Brethrevs Arguments ; 
and thereby to their gr gpiet bereavedthem of alltheir Topicks, where- 
with-they were uſed to as eme God in the Pulpitson their Mock-Thank(- 
giving-Days. Nor doth, his Performance ſeem any way diſpleaſing-eyen to 
the-Goveroment.it ſelf ; For though his Book was preſented openly at the 
Parliament- Door, yeg it not only ſtands nncenſared, þut-is thought to have 


been the great occalion, that,the S«li-bury Diitator's Book: wasdavin'd to be 


burnt by the kands-of the common. Hangman. But -to make"ſothe amends 
for this triumphant Squander he hath ſet up a Plea of his own-3*and indeed 
to dohim juſtice, be.hach bid the faireſt to ſer the preſent Government up- 
on ſome bottot;; if is could be poſſibly ſet 08 any + For if he could'make tt 
appear, that the late ings were warranted by'6dtr Conſti he 
would ſpeak more to thepurpoſe than all that hath been faid licherrd;3br 
I doubt not bus to make it appear, that our Conſtitutions utterly over- 
throw bis Plea. _. | | 
_ Now this knocking Argument, which will ſuffer nothing to ſtand before 
it, only Abdicaries ſtill; but then it is indeed a Paſſive Abdication;where- 
inthe Perſon abdicated 


; buthy another, who hath 2 certain Right in him, #nd Superiority oyer 
_ bimz a3 Father is ſaid abdicore Filine, He ſeems inclinable rather to call 
it Abrogation, than Abdication z a Word which Teems harſh with cefpett to 
: though proper as to Laws; and yet in the Verb is ſometimes vied 
in that Senſe by later Hiſtorians 3 but «bdicare properly reſpects —_ 

xever. to his purpoſe he tells us, Ther rhe People of England did aftually 
age or dechrone King James the Second for Mi ment, and promned the 
Pronce of Otan, e in his ftcad. » By the People | ſuppoſe he means not the dif- 
fuſi/e Body, . but their Repreſentatives ; for as the former ſeems impraRi- 
cable, ſo it is evidentthat the Feat was done by what they called a Conven- 
ti0n; and afterwards ratified by what they call a Parliament. Bur herein 
he and þis Maſters cannotagree; for they pnt it npon an Active Abdicati- 
On, which Jai by ne means willing to allow : For they ſay expreſly, 
That King James alidicatedybe Government, andthat therthy the Throne becarie 
vacaxt. S0.that all they pretend to is to ſupply a Vacancy, (whether there 
can be any ſuchthing by our Conſtitations in our Government, I do not 
here diſpnte,) and provide a Remedy againſt a grand defeCt, when there 
was no Kjug #n /racty. and in-that 'yery » where he cites the Word 
ebdicate in Tally "it is taken in an Aﬀtive- Senſe : For after they had driven 
away their Kings, th higheſt ſhareofthe Regal Power was conferred on 
che Cont a wha Mark Antheiy offered 2 Crown wouwes 2 did 
not , yet he ef efinally d his C p: For had Ceſar ac- 
ja. 1" he could nolonger have been the Conſul of a popular State, but 
muſt thenceforth have ated by Authority from Ceſar, or not at all: So 
that this would haye been no Forfeitore, but a real giving up his Power. 
But contrary hereto Mr Fob»ſox fairly makes King Fames tenacious enough of 
dis Authority, -andrells us, that the Negle ed and derhroned him, a 
Power which the Couvention knew not of, nor did ſo mach as pretend to : 
they had done wiſely, if they had conſvlted this Learned Man to underſtand 
their own Power, before they had gone about their work. For thovgh he 
contradicts them, yet tie makes them much greater than they were aware 
of ,. and hath notionly fet the Subjects above the Sovereign, but hath'ad- 
vanced the Houſe of Commons into the place of the Almighty God of Hea- 


fis a Sufferer, and 4s abdicited not ty tis 'own «0&t; 
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veils: giving them Power to: phctink and fe up Kings, as they ſhall judge fit 
and c@nyenint. 
But. Lhope we are not bound to follow. Mr. Foboſon with an implicit 


Faith; but that we may examine upon what Grounds he hath given Subjetts 
ſach a, Paramount Authority over their Sovereign : And for this he urges 


on place, a Meſlageto Ring Richard the Second, then at Elthom, 
n his Parliament averrs, thar in the caſe thete mentioned, it is Jaw- 
ful for res. nas, WH 7 pany, er are, &- propinquiorem adiquem de 
in Keqr falo : And for this Power in the ſame 
Meſſage they plead only an ay din and the infamous Precedent, 
and =D uſage of Edward the Second. "Had not Diſcontent and Anger 
blinded them, they would have oeen aſhamed of their Precedent 3 and for 
their Statute, neither they nor 2vy other have tranſmitted it to vs: So that 
ic ems <hey durſt vot cruſt +oy with! the examination of it- -/Bor, if be 
ſe, ta-make amends for that LefeR, t'willrecommend to Mr. Fob» 
nd Thoughts 2 known Starute a of the ſame King #j 
C—_— wherein it\is judged rhe $4 —_ the 
Deaih, to depoſe bin, gubrn, ar og Realm, or to 
ns who wy Homage, 21 Ric. 2. Wha ee hell _ Dd te Sarees Tino 
not ; bat chis is to be found in oar A—_— 
Reign, 2gainſt whom gon hey 
up his Homage, (which by | 
Dr. Burnet's transferring bis Allegiance, wherein of hes he hath had too ma- 
ny Followers,) noc raife War © et - without 
being condemned by the Law for a Traitor y 1 know 
reconcile his unkoown Statute to this known one. 
We are bard pat to our Shifts when were forced to 
Years backwards for a picce of aSentence that may ſeem to 
on our Cauſe ; And what good at laſt will Ring 
Gratia & Arts. 
and bad Game to 
bours:under thei 
A = ow" Ha 


yer no rf thc vr fx the Fear o 
a {reer or fuller Power than he did, as will 
his Hiſtory : Nor indeed was it for him 20 
Tho which he did, had he been ſhatkled wich thoſe Ferrers ns our 

igoynes endeavour now to hang'epen Kings, with 
curb rheir Exrr+vaga ond reſtraiy theirexotbiranr 
rez} deſign :0 Crive ont all Kings, and introduce a 'Yemocracy. 'pic«-named 


a Cummon- wealth, zhe moſt anquiet, troobleſome, and Halt arderary 


and tyrannical of all Gorernwents. 
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